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UNH City Fiscal Year 2018 Budget & Policy Priorities

Early Childhood Education and After-School Programs
Discretionary Child Care Centers
Services Funded: Full-day child care programs for children from birth to age four
Challenge and Opportunity: Funding was not included in the Preliminary Budget for 11 child care centers traditionally supported by the City Council.  These programs, which have operated in their neighborhoods for decades, have been supported by the City Council since 2012.
UNH recommendation:  Restore $9.3 million for child care centers, so that 11 centers can continue to provide high-quality services in their neighborhoods 
Summer Programs for Middle School Students

Services Funded:  Educational and recreational summer camp programs for middle school students, which provide a safe space for middle schoolers during the summer, prevent summer learning loss, and serve as one of the largest employers in the Summer Youth Employment Program

Challenge and Opportunity:  This year, the Preliminary Budget includes a one-year $15 million allocation for FY2018 only to fund 22,800 SONYC summer programs for middle school students.  This is $2.5 million less than was provided in the FY2017 Adopted Budget, which funded summer camp for approximately 26,000 summer youth, and $5.3 million less than funding provided in the FY2016 Adopted Budget, which allowed for approximately 31,000 youth to have a participate in summer camp.  Moreover, because the funding is not baselined, the summer component for 34,000 SONYC after-school slots will be eliminated in the FY2019 budget.

Summer programming is a necessary component of a quality after-school program.  In the chart below, you can see summer programs lost over time and the funding necessary to ensure SONYC programs are open in the summer.
	Fiscal Year
	SONYC Summer Slots Without a Summer Component
	Additional Funding Needed to Include a Summer Component for Every Slot

	FY16
	3,000
	    ------

	FY17
	5,000
	    ------

	FY18
	8,200
	$5.3 million

	FY19
	34,000
	$20.3 million


UNH recommendation:  Baseline and restore $5.3 million in FY2018 and $20.3 million in FY2019 to ensure all SONYC middle school after school programs have a summer component

COMPASS After-School Programs for Elementary School Students

Services Funded:  COMPASS Elementary School after-school programs, which provide enriching and educational activities from a school’s closing time to 6:00 pm during the school year, and for a full day in the summer 

Challenge and Opportunity:  After-School programs are essential for many elementary school students.  Working parents whose jobs do not end when the school bell rings at 3:00 need quality affordable options for their children.  Unfortunately, service gaps remain and a survey of after-school programs conducted by Campaign for Children found that a staggering 88% of programs for elementary school students had children on waiting lists.
Last year, the City Council invested funding to support after-school programs for 9,000 children.  This funded 3,400 slots, which the City Council has supported for three consecutive years, and an expansion of 5,600 slots.  UNH urges the City to restore funding for all 9,000 slots and continue this expansion by creating 10,000 new slots to meet unmet demand.
UNH recommendation:  Restore $16 million for after-school programs for 9,000 children and expand COMPASS to serve at least 10,000 more children

COMPASS Rates
Services Funded:  COMPASS Elementary School after-school programs, which provide enriching and educational activities between from school closing to 6:00 in the school year and for a full day in the summer  

Challenge and Opportunity:  COMPASS After-School programs serving 2,200 children are funded at a lower reimbursement rate than all other COMPASS slots.  While most COMPASS programs receive $3,200 per child, a minority of programs receive $2,080 per child.  The distinction is based not on whether the program has a higher cost or different requirements, but whether they were funded by the City Council in FY2013. Programs funded at a lower rate often go without education directors or cut back on enrichment, arts and music programs.

UNH Recommendation: Invest $8.8 million to provide equal rates for all COMPASS Elementary Programs
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For more information, please contact Gregory Brender gbrender@unhny.org or  (212) 967-0322 ext 330
