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UNH City Fiscal Year 2018-19 Budget Priorities

Youth Employment
Year- Round Youth Employment: Work, Learn, and Grow – Baseline and fund for FY18 at $52.7 million
Funding History:
Preliminary FY 2018: $0 million
Adopted FY 2017: $16.2 million

Adopted FY 2018:  $19 million
Services Funded: Workforce development programming for young adults between the ages of 14 and 24, and currently between October and April. 
Challenge and Opportunity: Work, Learn, and Grow (WLG) was piloted in FY16 with $16.2m and allowed more than 6,000 youth who had taken part in the previous summer’s SYEP to engage in employment activities during the school year. Younger youth (14 and 15) engage in workforce preparation (workshops, job shadowing), while older youth (16-24) simply work at a private employer. Wages are paid by the City. The program was flat-funded in the FY17 Adopted Budget.

UNH urges the City to baseline the program at a funding level that would make it truly year-round (ensuring that youth can stay with an employer throughout the course of a year), while also creating an OSOW option with funding for wraparound services. This funding total would also increase the funding for providers’ administrative costs, as regards the younger youth program. 
UNH recommendation: Expand and baseline WLG, with 250 slots for OSOW youth, at $52.7 million.
For more information, please contact Gregory Brender at gbrender@unhny.org or (917) 484-9337

