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- us_atlons by demonstratin tr?r
eaningfulness g Geful

: nd purposeful-
ness of God's activity in the wo?l::i

and in human life. It presuppose
Lhe seriousness of all sorts osf

oubts and criticisms and
assumes that there are empirical
facts which cause tensions and
pose problems in connection with
the Divine rule.!

ith evil and theodicy, it

must be remembered that three differlent
kinds of evil must be confronted. First,
there is the problem of metaphysmal evil,
or the nature and source of evil. In other
words, what is evil? And who is the
author of evil? Second, there is the
problem of moral evil, or the reality and
responsibility of evil. Again, to rephrase
this problem, who is responsible for evil?
How is it that man chooses to commit
evil? And third, there is the problem of
physical evil, or the so-called suffering of
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g:28-39; etc.). The church
derstand God’s super-

i o of His creation, but she_ can

lrr:;r::i?egth that He is about His pbusiness

and will eventually bring all things to the

light of His holiness (cf. Rom. 1 1:33-36; 1

Cor. 4:5;13:12; etc.). Berkouwer summa-
rizes this point in regard to an adequate
theodicy: “With this we deal with the
profoundest point in all reflection on the
problem of theodicy: is it possible to
stand in this evil world and sing a doxolo-
gy in the face of the incomprehensibility
of God’s world rule?"?

good (Rom.
may not always un
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Theodicy from a

Theological Perspective

This article will look at theodicy from
a theological perspective only. It
must be affirmed that the investiga-
tion of certain specific doctrinal
positions, as well as certain specific
biblical purposes, will point to the fact
that it is both reasonable and logical
to expect God to forestall His eventu-
al and ultimate solution to the
problem of evil and suffering. First,
specific doctrinal positions will be
related to a biblical theodicy for the
Holocaust, and then specific biblical
purposes (i.e., for the church, the
Gentile, and the Jew) will also be
related to this theodicy.

Some have tried to relate certain
specific doctrinal positions to a
biblical theodicy. Using selected
categories of systematic theology,
they have addressed themselves to
the issue of evil and suffering. It is
needful that several more categories
of systematic theology be applied to
this same problem.

Bibliology
The first category to be investigated
is bibliology, the doctrine of the Bible.
Two specific factors come into focus.
First, related to the time periods of
the Bible, is the unique portrayal of
the dispensations. Each one of these
specific time periods or economies is
set up by God to test man in some
specific ways regarding His clearly
revealed will. And each one of these
historical dispensations ends in utter
failure and judgment.

A second factor also comes into
focus in the doctrine of the Bible.
Related to the supernatural origin of
the Bible is the role of biblical proph-
ecy and its fulfilment. The Bible does
not predict that the world will end on
a positive, victorious note, but rather
that it will end in utter rebellion and
judgment (cf. 2 Thess. 1:3-2:12; Rev.
19:11-21; etc.). As the world has
bathed itself in evil and suffering for
all of its existence, so it will end in the
same bitter fashion. The Bible truly
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gives an accurate picture of the world
in its rebellion against its Creator,
with all of the expected consequenc-
es for both man with God and man
with man. This is especially true of
the prophetic picture of Israel, includ-
ing the suffering of the Holocaust.

Theology Proper

The second category is theology
proper, the doctrine of God. As has
been stated above, God must always
act in total accordance with His
nature. And His attributes reveal His
character. Whatever the Holocaust
meant, it certainly cannot be viewed
apart from God’s attributes. His
holiness, justice, love, goodness,
truth, freedom, omnipotence, immu-
tability, omnipresence, omniscience,
and sovereignty must all be brought
to bear on the evil and suffering of the
Holocaust. For whatever happened
| during that brief period, it in no way
compromised on any of these attri-
butes of God.

One example will suffice to
illustrate this point. The Apostle Peter
made the following statement that
reflects upon one aspect of the
character of God: The Lord is not
slow about His promise [of the

count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing for any to perish but
for all to come to repentance . .. and
regard the patience of our Lord to be
salvation (2 Pet. 3:9, 15, emphasis
added).

The second coming of the Lord
will mark the end of evil and suffering,
but as yet, this anticipated coming
has not arrived. Why has God so long
delayed the alleviation of such suffer-
ing and misery (i.e., by not sending
Messiah)? The answer to this ques-
tion is based on His character: God is
patient or longsuffering. It is His great
desire that all come to repentance
that leads to salvation. He does not
desire anyone to perish in judgment.
Therefore, He delays His coming so
that those who will come to repen-
tance (e.g., perhaps even through

second coming of Yeshua], as some f

much suffering as in the Holocaust) 3

s Sl w1

might experience the greater good of
salvation. His patience is prompted by
His love, which is one of His attributes.

Angelology

The third category is angelology, the
doctrine of angels, including Satan
and demons. Two important factors
relate to this doctrine. First, God's
elect angels were certainly at work on
behalf of the elect of the church, espe-
cially the remnant of Israel, the Jewish
believers who suffered in the
Holocaust (cf. Heb. 1:13-14). But
_ t second, it is also true that Satan and
| his demons were heavily at work
trying to stamp out the nation of Israel,
for Satan is the author and perfecter of

'=.
.l‘

forgotten that evil first found itself

14; Ezek. 28; | Tim. 3:6; Rev. 12:4).

" Anthropology
. & | The fourth category is anthropology,
1‘“ the doctrine of man. Suffering will not
s--. k

only produce God’s greater glory but
also man's (cf. 2 Cor. 4:17; etc.).
Suffering also will produce man’s
greater good (cf. Gen. 50:20; Job
23:10; Rom. 5:20; 8:28; etc.). This is
sufficient a theodicy in and of itself.
But added to this is the biblical teach-
ing on man’s free, moral nature. As
stated above, he is a free, moral
creature, responsible for all of his
actions and reactions. Each Nazi and
each Jew must account for his moral

; _'!- creaturely existence.

Hamartiology

caust bears witness to the biblical

“ 1 testimony concerning man's sinful- |
.~ ness, both his sinful nature (cf. Ps. =

51:5; Eph. 2:3; 4:18; etc.) and his sinful
acts (cf. 1 Jn. 1:8-10; etc.). The Bible
well describes man as a sinner, poten-
tially capable of any crime on the face
of the earth. Apart from the grace of
God, every man could be transformed
into a Hitler.
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all anti-Semitism. Also, it must not be |

expressed in the fall of Satan (cf. Isa.

“~| choices in this life. It is a part of F==

The fifth category is hamartiology, the &
doctrine of sin. Certainly, the Holo- |
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Soferiology =
' The sixth category is soteriology, the }
doctrine of salvation. At least two |
factors can be related to this doctrine. f'?—-
First, it was evil itself that brought the |
Messiah to His eternally appointed 't
death (cf. Col. 2:13-15; Heb. 2:14-15;1 ||
Pet. 3:18; etc.). He who was without sin |
came to remove sin and all of the =
suffering that results from it (cf. 2 Cor. kj-_-
5:21). And second, it is certainly true |
that men only come to God for salva- |
tion in their moment of personal need, =
sometimes in the frantic moments of |
suffering and desperation. It is impos-
sible to determine how many Jews I
came to a saving faith in the Messiah- =
ship of Yeshua during the Holocaust. |
But it was probably well into the ?
thousands. Certainly, this must be '
considered a greater good, as well as | |
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leading to a greater world. t:k
;‘1 -
| Ecclesiology

. The seventh category is eocles:ology, it
the doctrine of the church. Again, two F"'T‘
factors can be related to this doctrine. .-
First, the Holocaust brought out the .Y_
unique commitment of the body of *
Messiah, the true church, as Gentile i’b
believers sought to hide many Jews
from the invading forces. They laid |
down their lives as Messiah had (cf. 1 ©
Jdn. 3:16-18; etc.). But second, the
Holocaust also brought out the true -
nature of the false church, the apostate g
church, which not only denied the ,@-’
Savior but also thousands of Jews and
non-Jews fleeing from the Nazis. In =
fact, in many cases, the apostate = .
church actually helped in the slaughter ;F‘
. of the helpless victims.

=4

Eschatology E
The eighth category is eschatology, |
the doctrine of last things. Once again, %‘
at least two factors can be related to
this doctrine. First, if the Holocaust i
| demonstrates anything, it is that worse =~
is yet to come (cf. Zech. 13; etc.). In [
fact, the Holocaust is almost a precur- |
sor of what the Jewish people must F
face in the future just prior to the Lord's
return (cf. Mt. 24; etc.). God is goingto |~




08

09



The Toxic Roo

By D Al s fs and Bitter Fryits of Moderﬁ Anti

a Sense a testimony to oy
aske_d-for record of longevit
multitude of foes. In asserti

. » 10 have set this un-
Y, we must still be here, having outlastedna

Pt |-frv'f’zhl‘l.i

Bl ey Lmigly e . —
WAL 1] it
i

—

-Semitism

Here

E =

in America, the events of past
months have once again raised, at least
for the moment, the awareness that
Jewish people are frequently targets of
unreasoning aggression. In the New York
City area alone, 2019 was capped by over
a dozen violent attacks that were reported
over a two-week period stretching into the
first week of 2020, including an attack that
wounded five at a Hanukkah party at a
rabbi's house in suburban Monsey. The
uptick in physical attacks and acts of
vandalism directed at synagogues and
Jewish cemeteries is just that: an uptick.
That s, it is a spike in the criminal expres-
sion of the bigotry that is ongoing and has

" unhappily ingrained itself in our culture
. over many decades.

Attacks from All Sides
Yet, at this particularly fraught moment, I
cannot think of another time when Jews
have faced the enmity of those drawn
from such a broad spectrum of ideologies
as today. Our foes are drawn from
right-wing, white supremacists, and they
also infest the hallowed halls of many
liberal universities that ought to be
ashamed of themselves.

Where did all of this come from? What
is its history and the path of its develop-
ment? In the brief space of an article, I'd
like to step back for just a moment and
reflect upon these guestions, beginning
with a more precise definition of the word
“anti-Semitism” that goes beyond simple
Jew-hatred. In doing so, | hope to provide
a challenge to believers to sharpen their
thinking and their understanding. The first
thing | want to propose is that there is a
distinction between the anti-Judaism that
was conceived and promulgated by the
institution of the church and the later
anti-Semitism that arose from other
sources.

Conjoined Twins

Berkeley scholar Daniel Boyarin has
noted that the birth of present-day
Judaism and the Jewish movement that
developed into present-day Christianity
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occurred during that same first-century,
post-Temple moment. He likens that
relationship to the sibling rivalry of Jacob
and Esau, Abraham and Sarah's twin
grandsons, who vied from birth for the
blessings that their father Jacob was
authorized to confer.?

| would take this image even a step
further. | liken the inextricable bond of
Jew to Christian and vice-versa to the
conjoined twins Chang and Eng, better
known as PT. Barnum's celebrated
Siamese twins. Only instead of sharing a
liver, and often pictured standing
awkwardly side by side, Judaism and
Christianity are joined at the chest, heart
to heart, sharing one bloodstream and
sentenced to stare directly into each
other’s eyes, unable to get away from
each other, as much as both of them
may long to.

Such was the case in the early years
of Judaism and Christianity’s preadoles-
cence. This was a sibling rivalry that
caused Christianity to disown its Jewish
connection, thereby impoverishing itself
to a considerable extent, in this writer's
viewpoint. Thus, this set the stage for the
deeply antagonistic and contemptuous
attitude that has characterized the Chris-

tian approach to Judaism until quite

recently
Moreover, it is said, Chang and Eng
would occasionally break out into mostly

futile fistfights when one wanted to go *

one way and the other did not. They did
each other only small damage because
they were roughly the same size. But

what if one of these twins were to grow |

into a giant and a bully? Who gets the
worst of that match-up? Is it any wonder
that the Jewish people's narrative of
Jewish-Christian relations is a litany of
grievance upon grievance, rooted in
Jewish cultural memory and liturgical
tradition?

An Alienated Minority

Prior to the modern era, Christianity’s

rapid rise and the dominant role it =

=
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assumed in Christianizing societies
placed the Jews in the pinched and
vulnerable position of an “alienated
minority” as historian Kenneth Stow
puts it, in the apt title of his book about
Jewish experience in Europe during the
Middle Ages.® By mid-second century,
while the gospel spread along the
Roman roads, the mother church in
Jerusalem was swept away as Roman
military might crushed successive
Jewish rebellions. As a result, the
emerging institution of the church
gained an outsized influence, often
accompanied by the mentality that if
Christianity were to triumph, Judaism
must be humiliated.

Try as they might to discredit
Judaism, the Jews remained very much
on the minds of the early church fathers
and those who followed them. In time,
the church’s position regarding the Jews
was deeply influenced by the fifth centu-
ry writings of Augustine. According to
Augustine’s interpretation of Psalm
59:12, “Kill them not, lest my people
forget,” the Jews retained an essential
function in the economy of God, particu-
larly in the area of eschatology.* Augus-
tine acknowledged that the turning of
the Jews toward the gospel was an
essential precondition of the church’s
anticipated return of the Messiah. As a
result, although having forfeited their
favored status through their unwilling-
ness to accept the assertions of the
church, the Jews were nonetheless an
indispensable element in the church’s
understanding of the goal toward which
the world was pressing. Therefore, the
church begrudgingly acknowledged that
the Jews' presence in the world must be
preserved. However, as such thinking
went, the Chosen People had lost their
place through their unbelief in Yeshua
the Messiah, doomed to wander un-
happily throughout the world even as
they were permitted to be reviled for
their faithlessness and disobedience.
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#| became friends with several rabbis
_ . i & who taught him Hebrew. Over the
[ ful. OL . 7 ikl - i years, hg a_ttempted to oonv?nce
i = happened many times over, the o thhem of his views, _but as that failed,

evil fruit of over a thousand e becainie: vely hitter foward, (1S}
years of this teaching of ! anc_i began to draw ideas from the
Ly i toxic well of replacement theology
: B that he had learned in the monas-

| tery. Finally, by 1543, Luther wrote:

idia b

. A ki o 4y : Py
The false teachings of Qrigen, Chrysosli m, and tot':le:i
would launch what historians call “the teaching of conte np“,)
a phrase used by reputable scholars of.every persuasio -.
describe the irrational targeting of Jewish people .by somg ’
theologians of Christendom. Bundled together with som
other non-biblical doctrines, in recent y_ears it _has becor:e j
known as “replacement theology,’ denonrjg the idea that_t e |
church has replaced Israel, that even the literal land promises |
are made allegorical and transferred to the.church, and that !
God has only contempt for the ethnic Jewish pepple today.
That teaching of contempt would often be heard in sermons n-
leading up to Good Friday as the Jewish people woulfj be |
blamed for the death of Yeshua. Particularly emotional |
services would sometimes result in violent hordes in Europe

Martin Luther

| One thousand years after
Chrysostom, a young Roman
# Catholic monk named Martin
i Luther read those writings as
part of seminary curriculum.
Initially, Luther was inclined to
research, study, and question,
and as he read the Scriptures,
he became convinced of the
error of many Catholic doctrines.
Then, in seeking to understand

The Jews are a base, whoring
people, that is, no people of
God, and their boast of lineage,
circumcision, and law must be
accounted as filth . . . They are
full of the devil's feces . . . which
they wallow in like swine . ..The
synagogue is an incorrigible
whore and an evil slut . .. Their
synagogues and schools should
be set on fire, their prayer books
destroyed, rabbis forbidden to
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e ; L8 and translate the Old Testament
b F sweeping through Jewish homes, pulling people out ll:l!O the Scriptures into  German, he P;ﬁagfgt, ;r?gwrison ;azséir,]ﬁsigg
—— streets, and hacking them to death. Yes, this has literally ' pIopeLY .
: ] ' ed. They should be shown no
| | mercy or kindness, afforded no
W e | A : legal protection, . these
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poisonous envenomed worms
should be drafted into forced
labor or expelled for all time .. .
We are at fault in not slaying
them. We must drive them out
like mad dogs.!

Four hundred years later, the Nazi
regime followed Luther’s advice
down to the letter, with Adolf Hitler
quoting Luther as justification for the.
waves of violence directed against
Jewish families.

The Holocaust

A full telling of the historical origins
of the Holocaust is not the subject of
this article. However, the theological
toxin, “the teaching of contempt”.
described above and found in the
institutional churches, fed the atmo-
sphere that allowed this unthinkable
horror. That teaching of contempt
meant that even many in the
German Protestant churches quickly
complied with the directives of the
Third Reich as far back as the
mid-1930s to scrub from their liturgy
and practice any mention of the
Jewishness of Jesus.

In 1935, Germany enacted the
Nuremberg Laws, which viewed the
Jewish people as less than fully
human and legalized racist persecu-
tion against them. The teaching of
contempt helped fuel this thinking.

November 1938 saw waves of
violent attacks against Jewish
families, shops, and synagogues
throughout Germany and Austria in
an event known as Kristallnacht.
Rev. Martin Sasse, Bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Thuringia, published a compendium
of Martin Luther's writings shortly
after Kristallnacht in which he
applauded the burning of the
synagogues. He noted the coinci-
dence of the date of the rampage,
writing in the introduction: “On 10
November 1938, on Luthers
birthday, the synagogues are
burning in Germany” The German
people, he urged, ought to heed
these words “of the greatest
anti-Semite of his time, the warner of
his people against the Jews.”

TR, T R

—a

S
l

[ = B CES s T )

= L

B

P e %

Certainly, it is true that some genu-
ine Christians in Germany and Europe
resisted Nazi directives, and many
suffered for it. There were thousands of
church members who took risks to
protect the Jewish people, but there
were tens of thousands who willingly
became collaborators and helped the
Nazis round up Jewish people to be
stuffed into cattle cars. Some even
formed militias that assisted the Nazis
in hunting down and shooting Jews
where they were found. This form of
slaughter, commanded by SS officers
but using local volunteers, became
known as the “Holocaust by bullets.”

A full theological understanding of
the Holocaust goes beyond the scope
of this article and would include Satan’s
age-old hatred for the Jewish people
because they were used by God to give
to the world the Scriptures and the
Savior. That is a crucial study and one
detailed by Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum in
his book The Footsteps of the Messiah.
What we need to remember is that
every person who has been adopted
into the family of God through the
sacrifice of the Messiah of Israel needs
to study the Scriptures carefully, avoid
false teaching such as replacement
theology, and have a love for the
people of Israel.

=
'Martin Luther, On the Jews and Their Lies
(eBook by Eulenspiegel Press, 2015).
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The Background

The year 2020 began with West-
boro Baptist Church members
again picketing a religious organiza-
tion. They stood at the entrance of
Yeshiva University holding “Jews
Killed Jesus” signs.? This accusa-
tion is nothing new. The crusaders
cried this as they persecuted the
Jewish community in Europe and
Israel. The Nazis made this accusa-
tion when they murdered six million
Jews during World War |l. In 2003,
Loyola Academy in Wilmette investi-
gated an incident in which about 50
students chanted an anti-Semitic

taunt, “You Kkilled Jesus during -

a heated basketball game against
rival New Trier Township High
School.® A year later, someone van-
dalized an outdoor Florida menorah
with the words “You killed Jesus*
And in 2016, fans cheering for a
Catholic basketball team shouted,
“You killed Jesus” to opposing
players from a school with a large
Jewish population.

The Accusation

“The Jews killed Christ” is a peren-
nial issue that we face in Jewish
missions. | was confronted with this
subject when a woman working for
a Jewish anti-missionary organiza-
tion frequently called me. She
inevitably raised the allegation that
all Christians believe the Jews killed
Messiah. She tried-to convince me |
was a fraitor to my own people. |
responded with a lengthy explana-
tion of the truth.

Theologically, we call the accu-
sation that the Jews killed Yeshua
“deicide,” “the murder of God.” This
charge entails three elements:

1. The Jewish people alone
(solely) are responsible for the
death of Messiah.

2. Every Jewish person (uni-
versally) is guilty.

Who Killed Yeshua?2

By Bob Morris

3. The Jewish community will

forever (permanently) be guilty

of this crime.
Without even hearing the gospel,
many Jewish people reject it as a
reaction to the charge they alone are

. responsible and continue to be
responsible for the death of Yeshua.
This charge is still taught as biblical
truth today. One statistic indicates
that 75 percent of conservative
Protestants believe the Jews are
permanently guilty of killing Yeshua.®
The result has been the Jewish
rejection of the gospel and anti-Sem-
itism plaguing Jewish-Christian
relations for centuries.

Augustine (354-340 A.D.) stated

. that God marked the Jews when they
murdered the Messiah and thus they
cannot be destroyed. Their disper-
sion and misery serves as a witness
against them regarding their evil act.

John Chrysostom (344-407 A.D.)
said, “[The Jews] are the perfidious
murderers of Christ ... The Jews are
the odious assassins of Christ ... Itis
incumbent upon all Christians to
hate the Jews.”

Even Martin Luther wrote the~
fervently anti-Semitic essay “On the
Jews and Their Lies” He blamed
Jewish suffering on “their sin of
crucifying Jesus.” Some modern
Bible teachers and pastors continue
to champion this teaching.

Is this charge biblical? Is your
Jewish doctor, neighbor, relative,
co-worker, etc., guilty of murdering
your Savior?

The answer is a simple and
emphatic, “Absolutely not!" What the
Bible says about this issue must be
the foundation of our thinking. Other-
wise, we will order our lives on
subjective human emotions or ideas
that could be absolutely wrong and
deceive us, with disastrous conse-
quences, as history has revealed.
Who is responsible for the death of
the Son of God? ==

o
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" God
The First Party:
God

The first party responsible for the
death of Messiah is God Himself.
The Bible teaches that God is

. all-knowing and all-powerful. Ab-
solutely nothing catches Him by
surprise. Absolutely nothing has
ever been, is now, or ever will be
out of His control for a mo-
ment, from the largest galaxy in
the heavens to the smallest sub-
atomic particle. Psalm 147:5
states, Great is our Lord and
abundant in strength; His under-
standing is infinite (see also
Isaiah 40:28, 46:10; and Romans
11:33-34).

Acts 2:23 declares that Yeshua
was delivered over by the prede-
termined plan and foreknowledge
of God and put to death. Further-
more, Acts 4:27 tells us that
Messiah’'s death was whatever
God's hand and God's purpose
predestined to occur. God
planned His Son's death from the

. beginning.

For this reason, the Messiah's
sufferings could be predicted
through the prophet's writings.
Yeshua affirmed the prediction
when He stated in Luke 24:44, All
things which are written about Me
in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled. This included His suffer-
ing and death (see also Isaiah
52:13-53:12 and John 3:16.)
Thus, God bears responsibility for

Yeshua's death.

I “ “Messiah. However, all that Satan

" satan’
The Second Party:
Satan

The origin of sin and rebellion is
found in the mind of God's most
beautiful and intelligent creature,
Satan (Ez. 28). Satan's unrigh-
teousness is revealed in Isaiah
14:13-14: But you said in your
heart, 1 will ascend to heaven; | will
raise my throne above the stars of
God, and | will sit on the mount of
assembly in the recesses of the
north. | will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; | will make
myself like the Most High.' Satan
desired a position greater than
what he already possessed. He
wanted to rule the angels in place
of Michael the archangel. He
wanted to rule Israel as the messi-
ah/king. He wanted the glory that
belongs only to God. He wanted to
usurp God Himself.

Satan spread his nefarious
selfishness to mankind in Genesis
3. There, God promised that the
coming Messiah would judge
Satan: He shall bruise you on the
head, and you shall bruise him on
the heel (Genesis 3:15). From that
point on, Satan knew the only way
to avoid God's judgment was to
destroy the coming Messiah.

This relentless but futile goal is
revealed graphically in Revelation
12:4b: And the dragon stood before
the woman who was about fo give
birth, so that when she gave birth
he might devour her child. The
dragon is Satan, the woman is
Israel, and the child is Yeshua.
When Yeshua died, Satan thought
he had succeeded in devouring the

did was fulfill the prophecy of Gene-
sis 3:15 and ensure his own
condemnation.
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The Third Party:
The World

The evil world system, which the
prince of this world controls, stands
in opposition to God, His Messiah,
and those who are “in Messiah.” As a
result, the world persecuted Yeshua

" (Jn. 15:20). The highest form of that

loathing, abuse, and cruelty was the
murder of the holy Son of God.

However, Yeshua overcame and |

judged the world through His death
on the cross (Jn. 12:31-33). He will

execute judgment when He returns.

Romans
The Fourth Party:
The Romans

Rehearsing the death, burial, and
resurrection of the Messiah in Acts
2:23, Peter held the Roman govern-
ment culpable. He grouped the
Roman government and its repre-
sentatives under the label “godless
men” stating, This Man [Yeshua],
delivered up by the predetermined

 plan and foreknowledge of God, you

nailed to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death
(Acts 2:23).

In Acts 4:27, Peter made the
association specific by naming the

* key officials involved. Clearly, the

Romans represent the entire Gentile
world at large. For truly in this city
there were gathered together
against Your holy servant Yeshua,

whom You anointed, both Herod and- |

Pontius Pilate, along with the

- Gentiles and the peoples of Israel .

\ lews
The Fifth Party:

The Jewish
People

The Jewish community must accept
its share of the responsibility for
Yeshua’s death. In the book of Acts,
Peter addressed a crowd of devout
men from every nation under
heaven (Acts 2:5-6) and told them:
You nailed [Yeshua] to the cross
(Acts 2:23). The responsibility,
however, extends beyond the
religious leadership. While pray-
ing, the assembly of Jewish believ-
ers in Messiah stated in Acts 4:27
that the people of Israel were
gathered against God's holy
Servant Yeshua. Israel must accept
the proper amount of fault in this
crime.
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 The Sixth Party:
Yeshua

4 In John 10:1-18, Yeshua identified
Himself as the Good Shepherd who
lays down His life for the sheep
(John 10:11, 15). His death was
totally under His control, power, and
desire, for He said, / lay down my
life [crucifixion] that | might take it
up again [resurrection] (v. 17).
Furthermore, He said, / lay it down
on my own initiative. | have authority
to lay it down (v. 18). Yeshua took
upon Himself the appropriate
responsibility for the experience of
the cross.
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The Seventh Party:
You

The Bible says Yeshua died for your
personal sins and for my personal
sins. Each one of.us is personally
responsible for what happened to
our Savior. You and | have fallen
short of God's glory. You and | have
transgressed. You and | were help-
lessly enslaved to sin. He died for
us because He loves us. He who
was delivered over because of our
transgressions, and was raised
because of our justification (Rom.
4:25). For while -we were still
helpless, at the right time Messiah
died for the ungodly (Rom. 5:6). But
God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Messiah died for us (Rom.
5:8).

The anti-Semitic remark “the
Jews killed Christ” has crippled
Jewish outreach for centuries
because it hurls that partially true
insult at Jewish people. Holding the

" entire community responsible for a
profound and complex event is
inaccurate. The Jewish community
is only responsible for one-seventh
of the blame for Messiah's death.

The
Consequences

If the Jews are not solely responsi-
ble for the death of Yeshua, what
consequence do they experience
for their part in rejecting His Messi-
ahship?

The consequence that fell upon .

the Jewish community for rejecting
Yeshua's Messiahship was the
destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple in 70 A.D. by the Romans.
The religious leadership of Israel
precipitated this judgment when

"Who Killed Yeshua?

By Bob Morris
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they rejected Yeshua's Messiah-
ship, claiming He was demon-
possessed (Mt. 12:24). They blas-
phemed the Holy Spirit and
brought upon the nation an unpar-
donable judgment (Mt. 12:31). The
judgment is stated to be unpardon-
able because it would not be
rescinded or alleviated.

As Yeshua began His triumphal
entry into Jerusalem, the multi-
tudes greeted Him joyfully with the
traditional Messianic greeting of
Psalm 118:26: Blessed is the King
who comes in the name of the
Lord. The multitudes hailed Him as
the Messiah. If ever there was an
appropriate time to rescind the
judgment associated with rejecting
Him, it was at this point. However,
instead of canceling the punish-
ment, Yeshua again pronounced
words of judgment (Lk. 19:41-44;
Mt. 23:37-39). Jerusalem and the
Temple were doomed in spite of
the cries of acclamation; the judg-
ment could not be alleviated.

After the destruction of Jerusa-
lem and the Temple, the Jewish
community continued to live in the
land until the Bar Kochba revolt,
which lasted from 132 to 136 A.D.
An entry in the Jewish Virtual

Library states:

The Bar Kokhba revolt
marked a time of high hopes
followed by violent despair.
The Jews were handed
expectations of a homeland
and a Holy Temple, but in the
end were persecuted and
sold into slavery. During the
revolt itself, the Jews gained
enormous amounts of land,
only to be pushed back and
crushed in the final battle of
Bethar.”

The online version of the Encyclo-

pedia Brilannica adds:
In 135 Bar Kokhba (the
Jewish leader) was himself
killed at Betar, his stronghold
in southwest Jerusalem. The
remnant of the Jewish army
was soon crushed; Jewish
war casualties are recorded

as numbering 580,000, not

¥ / /discipline would begin with poverty

|/ chastisement that lIsrael would
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including those who died of
hunger and disease. Judaea
was desolated, the remnant of
the Jewish population annihi-
lated or exiled, and Jerusalem
barred to Jews thereafter.®
Therefore, | would personally date
the modern Jewish Diaspora from
135-136 A.D. rather than 70 A.D.
The source of modern Jewish
suffering is not the rejection of
Yeshua’s Messiahship. The punish-
ment for the rejection of Yeshua’s
Messiahship fell upon the Jewish
community in the first century (70
A.D.), not the second century
(135-136 A.D.), and will not fall
again. Therefore, please do not tell
a Jewish person the sufferings
Jews have experienced over the
last 2,000 years (especially the
Holocaust) are a result of rejecting
Yeshua.

The Source of
Jewish Suffering

The Jewish community today is
experiencing the curses of the
Mosaic Covenant. The first
covenant into which God entered
with the Jewish people is called the
Abrahamic Covenant. It is uncondi-
tional and eternal (Gen. 12:1-3, 7;
13:14-17; 15; 17). Some 430 years
later (Gal. 3:17), God added the
Mosaic Covenant, a temporary and
conditional covenant, to Israel's
responsibilities.

Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy
28 contain the Mosaic Covenant’s
blessings and cursings. The bless-
ings of the covenant would result
from walking in faith with God. \\
However, if Israel would not walk in- . {\§
faith, God promised a discipline
that would get more and more
severe as the nation's unfaithful-
ness- continued. The promised

and gradually add disease,
drought, defeat, cannibalism, and
oppression. The final and harshest

experience would be worldwide
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dispersion (Deut. 28:64-68; Lev.
26:33-39). During that dispersion,
Israel would become the most des-
pised nation on earth. Her captors
would talk about and ridicule Israel.
Deuteronomy 28:64-66 predicts
Jewish suffering during the last 20
centuries:
Moreover, the Lorp will scatter
you among all peoples, from
one end of the earth to the
other end of the earth; and
there you shall serve other
gods, wood and stone, which
you or your fathers have not
known. And among those
nations you shall find no rest,
and there shall be no resting
place for the sole of your fool;
but there the Lorp will give you
a trembling heart, failing of
eyes, and despair of soul. So
your life shall hang in doubt
before you; and you shall be in
dread night and day, and shall
have no assurance of your
life.?
In 30 A.D, Yeshua instituted the
New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34; Mt.
26:28; Mk. 14:24; Lk. 22:20; 1 Cor.
11:25). lts essence is personal and
individual salvation from sin. From
that time until the present, individu-
al Jews and Gentiles have entered
into the blessings of the New Cove-
nant by placing their faith in Yeshua
as Savior and Messiah and receiv-
ing individual salvation (Jer. 31:34).
However, the Jewish community as
a community has chosen not
to enter into the New Covenant.
Romans 11:25-27 tells us that the
community will not do so until
Yeshua returns, when all Israel is
saved.
Unfortunately, the  Jewish

- people continued then and contin-
w7 Uue today to live in unfaithfulness
77 and disobedience with 90 percent

being atheistic or agnostic. Nine

percent of the Jewish community ‘
follows Rabbinic Judaism, a man-

made religion that rejects the
Messiahship of Yeshua. Less than
one percent of the Jewish world-
wide community trusts in Yeshua.

The worldwide Jewish commu-
nity is living under the stipulations
of the Mosaic Covenant and in
unbelief. The result is the current
worldwide dispersion and disci-
pline promised under the curses of
the Mosaic Covenant. This has
been the Jewish experience for the
last 2,000 years.

How to use this
information

| have shared this with you to help
you witness to your Jewish friends
and communicate. that Yeshua is
not the source of suffering. Rather,
Yeshua is the source of salvation.
He is the way out of this cycle of
disbelief, disobedience, and suffer-
ing in which we find ourselves
ensnared. He offers to Israel
spiritual salvation from sin and
physical salvation from the curses
of the Mosaic Covenant. Most
important, His offer of salvation is
effective today for the individual,
for everyone who. calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved
(Joel 2:32).

Remember that the Jewish
community bears only one-sev-
enth of the responsibility for the
death of the Messiah. The conse-
quences for that involvement (the

' destruction of the Temple and of
Jerusalem) are over, finished,
complete, and not applicable to the
Jewish community today.

If this issue comes up between

* you and your Jewish friends,

disavow any support for the charge
of “deicide” Acknowledge that
some Christians have and do
teach that error but that your
church does not and neither do
you. Explain that Messiah's death
is a profound and complex issue

that cannot be reduced to a

simplistic accusation. If they are

/. study (the article above) and show
them what the New Testament
actually states. Let the Word of

V4

. open, take them on a short Bible .

God, the truth, this information, and
your love do their work in their
hearts.

The mformatuon is this article is
what | shared with the anti-mission- -
ary. After receiving this material, the
woman called me once again. We
talked briefly. She ended the conver-
sation by stating, “You could have
been one of the Gedolim'® She
never called again. | can only hope
her closing comment was sincere
and not flattery. | can only pray that
this material gave her new insight
into Yeshua’'s Messiahship and was =
a catalyst to move her from opposi-
tlon to faith.

' Bob Morris is a retired pastor and
director of HaDavar Messianic
Ministries in Irvine, CA.

2 HaAretz, January 17, 2020.
3*Loyola Academy Apologizes for
Student Taunts,” Chicago Tribune,
December 1, 2000,

* Fox News; published December 4,
2012; updated November 20, 2014.

® Rydelnik, Michael, “The Chosen
People,” April 1987, p. 6.

5 |bid.

7 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org
/the-bar-kokhba-revolt-132-135-ce.

# https://www.britannica.com/biography
/Bar-Kokhba-Jewish-leader.

9 Also see Lev. 26:31-39.

¢ Great Ones of Rabbinic Judaism.




% \s Another Holocaust Possible?
¥y By Olivier Melnick

|t was not long after the death camps had been

liberated that the phrase “NEVER AGAIN" was
coined. lts origins are a bit unclear, but many
believe that it surfaced in the late 1940s ina
kibbutz in Israel. The phrase is used to thisday
to proclaim that o Holocaust should never

again take place. It has been proclaimed by

- Jewish people and friends of Israel with hope
~and - pride, “but recently also with ‘much
trepidation. Could another Holocaust happen?

~ Are we seeing ”OVER AGAIN” qunckly replacmg
B [”NEVER AGAIN”? e
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h Metaphysical World

By John B. Metzger
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The Metaphysical World

© THEREFORE ALL WIHO DEVOUR
7OU WILL 3z DEVOURED; AND ALL
JOUR ADVERSARIES, EVIERY ONE OF
THEM, WILL GO INTO CAPTIVITY; AND
THOSE WHO PLUNDER YOU WILL 3E
FOR PLUNDEER, AND ALL. WHO PREY
UPON 70U | WILL GIVEE FOR PREZY.
7 FOR I WILL RESTORE JOU TO
HIEALTH AND | WILL HEAL 7OU OF
7OUR WOUNDS, DECLARES Ti-iz
ILORD, 3=CAUSE THEY HAVE CALLED
70U AN OUTCAST, SAVING: "IT IS
ZION; NO ONEE CARE:.‘.: FOR HER™

JEREMIAH 3010, 16-17




It isQ now 75 years after the
Holocaust ended, and we
must remember the complete
depravity of the human heart
that was spewed out on the

Jewish people.
| am writing this with a tone that is
not my normal way of writing
because what | have to say is urgent
for the sake of the Jewish people.
Several years ago, | was asked by
Lancaster Bible College to teach a
class on the Holocaust. | said that |
could not but that | would teach a
class on what birthed the Holocaust.
The Holocaust was not created in a
vacuum. It did not “just” happen.
~ There is the human side to the
Holocaust, and much has been
written about the Hitlers and
Hamans of human history. However,
there is also a metaphysical side
that comes from the unseen_world of
Satan and his “angelic” hordes. The
Holocaust was his brainchild. It
revealed his depraved mind. As the
author of anti-Semitism, he is active-
ly promoting the hatred against the
Jewish people through his demonic
realm, who in turn promotes it in
unregenerate human hearts to incite
them against the Jewish people.
This is not just a human depravity
but a spiritual depravity coming from
Satan and his demonic hordes.
Back in the early 1970s, | read a
worthless Christian book dealing
with Satan. | do not wish to give the
author or title because | do not want
to give the book any credibility. The
only good comment in the book may
be paraphrased as follows: Believ-
ers will be able to enter God’s
presence where Satan once dwelt
before his fall. We, who were not
worthy, have been given everlasting
life. Satan, on the other hand, can
never return. This situation leads
him to hate us and, in particular, to
hate the Jewish people because
they were the vehicle used by God

g ®

to redeem us. He is bent on destroy-
ing them as well as us, but he
cannot. He himself will be placed in
the lake of fire by God for all eterni-

ty.!

The final solution was not new with
the Nazis; it flowed from the twisted,
perverted, and depraved being of
Satan. Ponder that! Satan is the
author of sin and the father of lies
(Jn. 8:44). All the woes, problems,
and calamities originated in his
heart.

Satan does his depraved work on
two different but related planes.
First, he works through his demons
in depraved human hearts, for he is
their father. In the church, he has
worked as an angel of light through
faulty theology causing havoc, bad
doctrine, violence, and anti-Semi-
tism for centuries. Today, there are
four major forms of theology from
the past that affect Jewish people
and us today. Three of them are
anti-Israel. They are replacement
theology, amillennialism, and cove-
nant reform theologies. One is
pro-Israel. This school of thought is
called dispensationalism. The first
three are theological brothers, but
the firstborn is replacement theolo-
gy. It began poisoning the church as
early as the second century A.D. by
reading unbiblical interpretation into
the Scriptures, thus setting the
stage for slandering the Jewish
people. By replacing God’'s people
over the centuries, they have incited
the “Christian church” to commit
unspeakable atrocities against the
Jews in the name of Messiah. Even
today, these theological triplets
incite the world against Israel and
the Jewish people. Ariel Ministries
recently published a book series
entitted Israel Betrayed. When
reading through the two volumes of

- -

this series, | saw something that |
never considered before: The
anti-Semitism of the past set the
groundwork for today’s anti-Semi-
tism. It dawned on me as | read fact
after documented fact that the
following people and organizations
are setting the stage today for
Satan’s final attempt to destroy
Israel and the Jewish people: Naim
Ateek and his Palestinian Libera-
tion theology, Stephen Sizer, Gary
Burge, Hank Hanegraaff, Bethle-
hem Bible College, Sabeel Center,
Christ at the Check Point Confer-
ences, and the BDS (Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions) move-
ment. These entities have been
propagating their anti-Semitic
hatred to the world. Satan is their
key supporter, wishing to annihilate
the Jewish people through Holo-
caust I, Armageddon!

Satan's Human Pawns

| strongly believe that the most
neglected area in praying for the
Jewish people concerns Satan’s
war on Israel. He stages his attacks
from the unseen world by using
human pawns. Let me preface this
statement by saying that to some
degree, people in the past had a
better understanding than we do in
grasping the spiritual struggle that
exists in the world of demons and
angels. Daniel 10:11-13 provides a
glimpse of this battle.

Satan and his unseen hordes
are bent on subverting the plan of
God by thwarting and controlling
nations and world governments for
their evil purposes. This truth is
relevant to Jews and Gentiles alike
considering the anti-Semitism that
exists in the world today. These
unseen forces are in battle against
God to thwart His plan. They fight
against the faithful angels who
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carry out the plan of God. Believers
are not immune to these satanic
attacks, as we see from looking at
the diverse Christian theologies. We
also see the spiritual warfare in the
hatred and bigotry against people
because of their ethnicity. We see it
in both worldly philosophies and in
the religious systems that are
opposed to God and are attacking
His moral law that is the foundation
of society. The goal of God’s
enemies is to deceive mankind.
Mankind is depraved and becomes
the pawn in the clutches of the dark
forces of this world. We know who
the enemy is. But Judaism does not
believe in a devil and is therefore
unprepared and unequipped to fight
against these satanic hordes. If it
were not for a covenant-keeping
God, Israel would have been annihi-
lated from this planet long ago!
Israel stands unprepared for
Holocaust Il. In this battle, Satan will
kill two-thirds of the Jewish people
worldwide (Zech. 13:8). The Satanic
table is being set by anti-Semites
who have been deceived, and even
some “Christian” anti-Semites have
tasted Satan’s appetizer. They claim
that Zionism is racist, calling Israel
an apartheid state. They deceive
gullible believers into rejecting Israel
to support a Palestinian state. Be
careful, be watchful, and be discern-
ing as scholars and theologians twist
the Scriptures to undermine the
biblical title deed Israel has to the
land: the Abrahamic covenant. In
your prayers for the Jewish people,
pray for God to confuse and thwart
the plans of Satan until his time of
total and complete defeat comes at
the hands of the Messiah of Israel,
Yeshua.
_
! The lake of fire is Satan'’s sixth abode. For
details on the abodes of Satan, see Dr.
Armold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of
the Messiah (San Antonio, TX: Ariel
Ministries) by visiting
www.ariel.org/home.

Satan and his unseen hordes are bent
subverting the plan of God by tharting
and controlling nations and world -+
governments for theirevil purposes.
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Difficult Passages in the Hebrew Bible
By Michael Gabizon

-‘1‘_;‘:_1? 273
— ;- |

Introduction

The problem of evil has

been a longstanding

topic of discussion for

followers of the Messi- —

ah. It is often asked: If - —— —
God is benevolent (all-loving), omnipotent
(all-powerful), and omniscient (all-knowing),
why does evil persist in the world? The
authors of Scripture were not oblivious to this
conundrum, The psalmist Asaph, for example,
cried out to God, asking why the wicked
continue to prosper while the righteous suffer
(Ps. 73). Similarly, in our contemporary
setting, we can point to recent atrocities like
the Holocaust and ask: Where was God?

Another related matter that has challenged
students of the Bible for millennia is the
cluster of “troublesome” narratives in the
Hebrew Bible: narratives that appear to
condone slavery, genocide, and deception.
These texts have led many to guestion their
faith or even abandon it altogether. | recall a
couple of years ago reading a five-page,
single-spaced letter from a follower of Messi-
ah who was on the verge of leaving his faith
because, he argued, the narratives of the
Hebrew Scriptures portray God as both
dangerous and unpredictable.

Followers of Messiah have attempted to
explain these texts in different ways. In the
early church, for example, many interpreters
allegorized the warfare texts in the historical
narratives, meaning that they understood
those texts to symbolize the Christian’s battle
against evil. Others, such as Marcion in the
second century, argued that Christians should
abandon the Hebrew Bible altogether. Within
the contemporary evangelical community, Eric
A. Seibert at Messiah College has recently
proposed denying the historicity of these
troublesome narratives; he argues that they
never took place.! In order to identify what
actually took place, Seibert asserts, one must
employ a “Christological” hermeneutic. In
other words, only those stories in the Old
&'

*

Testament that mirror Yeshua's New Testa-
ment revelation are to be considered valid
and true. Needless to say, these narratives in
the Hebrew Bible have been discussed many
times throughout the past 2,000 years, and
we continue to wrestle with how to best
interpret and apply them today.

In this short essay, | want to highlight two
principles to use when reading the Hebrew
Bible that may help us better interpret difficult
narratives.? These principles, of course, will
not solve every issue, but they may help
establish a foundation for further research.
First, it is important to examine both the
immediate and broader literary context of the
passage. Narratives that are divorced from
their context or from the rest of Scripture are
prone to be misunderstood. This happens
quite frequently when discussing difficult
narratives in the Hebrew Bible. Second, it is
necessary to read the Hebrew Bible in light of
its ancient Near Eastern context. Indeed,
comparisons and correlations between the
Bible and its contemporary texts typically
help illuminate our understanding of the
Scriptures. Therefore, both the literary and
historical context are necessary to keep in
mind. While these points may seem basic,
they provide important guidelines for devel-
oping a better understanding of the narratives

. in question.

Understanding the Biblical Context

When confronted with a difficult narrative,
keep in mind that information from other
portions of Scripture
| may help elucidate the
. text. One famous narra-
| tive that is often quoted
' to express the “unpre-
dictability” of God is 2
Samuel 6, when David was in the
process of bringing the ark of the covenant
from the house of Abinadab to Jerusalem.
During this journey, the ark was placed on a
cart and was being carried by oxen, an
)

when the ark began to tilt, Uzzah reached out
toward the ark of God and took hold of it, for
the oxen nearly upset it. Despite Uzzah's
good intentions, the anger of the Lord burned
against Uzzah, and God struck him down
there for his irreverence; and he died there by
the ark of God (2 Sam. 6:3-6). This short
pericope may seem nonsensical at first
glance, but it is important to read it in light of
the rest of Scripture. Indeed, in Numbers 4-7,
God had given explicit instructions to the
priests for transporting the ark: It was to be
covered (Num. 4:5-6), it was to be carried by
the sons of Kohath (Num. 4:15), and it was to
be carried on their shoulders (Num. 7:9). By
contrast, the 2 Samuel 6 narrative makes no
mention of the ark being covered, and the
text explicitly states, They placed the ark of
God on a new cart (2 Sam. 6:3). Since the ark
of the covenant was an embodiment of God'’s
presence, no one was to touch it or else they
would profane the ark and thus be killed
(Num. 4:15, 17-19). Therefore, despite
Uzzah's good intentions, his negligence of
God's instructions was the true cause of the
judgment, not God's unpredictability. This
narrative may be compared to the golden calf
story in Exodus 32: With Moses up on the
mountain, the people wanted to worship God
(Ex. 32:1), thus displaying “good intentions.”
However, they neglected God’s instructions
for engaging in proper worship (Ex. 32:2-4)
and were later judged because of this. There-
fore, in light of the biblical context, God was
not acting impulsively or unpredictably in 2
Samuel 6, but He was remaining faithful to
what he had previously commanded.
Another narrative that is better understood
in light of its literary context is 2 Kings
2:23-25, which recounts Elisha’s judgment on
some children for mocking him: he [Elisha]
was going up by the way, [and] young lads
came out from the city and mocked him and
said to him, ‘Go up, you baldhead; go up, you
baldhead!’... [Then] he cursed them in the
name of the Lord. Then two female bears

came out of the woods and tore up forty-two
lads of their number. At first glance, Elisha's
judgment appears overly harsh. However, it is
necessary to examine the close literary
context to gain a better understanding. First, at
this point in history, Israel was neglecting her
covenant with God and developing a disdain
for the prophets of God (1 Kgs. 18:4). There-
fore, the verbal attack of the boys was not
simply an isolated event but also a symptom of
the degenerated moral condition of the Israel-
ite society. In light of God’s covenant with
Israel, it was only proper for Him to judge her
for her disobedience. Second, while the narra-
tive may be read as though some children
were having “innocent fun,” there are several
things to keep in mind. The term “young lads”
is elsewhere applied to Solomon during the
early years of his reign when he articulated his
own lack of wisdom and understanding. There-
fore, from a literary perspective, the author of 2
Kings 2:24 was likely commenting on the
spiritually dense status of these boys rather
than focusing solely on their age. Also, the
Hebrew term for “lads” in 2 Kings 2:24 is quite
flexible; it may refer to babies (Ex. 2:6), but it
may also refer to young adults, such as those
who gave counsel to the king (1 Kgs. 12:8).
Therefore, it is not contextually honest to
presume that these were young, innocent
children. Furthermore, the Hebrew word for
“mock” is often used by the enemies of Israel
who mock the nation (Ezek. 22:5; Ps. 44:14;
79:4), further demonstrating the wicked status
of these youth. Therefore, the exclamations of
the youth were not playful jest but weighty
curses. The Torah is very clear that children
must be obedient to their parents (Lev. 19:3)
and that the consequences of disobedience
may bring death (Deut. 21:18-21). However,
these youths were not simply disobeying their
parents but were also insulting the very repre-
sentative of God. To insult a prophet would be
akin to insulting God Himself. This was not
done in ignorance but in arrogance against
God. From a literary perspective, then, God's
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interaction with these youths should be seen
as a judgment on Israel's idolatry and the
degenerate state of the nation.

Hopefully, these two examples demonstrate
the importance of understanding the literary
background of texts to better comprehend
difficult narratives. In each case, the rest of
Scripture must be taken into consideration.
However, this method must also be applied
with caution. For example, some have argued
that God’s opinion of killing is inconsistent
since God prohibited murder in the decalogue
(Ex. 20:13), yet He later commanded the
Levites to murder Israel's rebels (Ex. 32:27).
At face value, these texts may appear incon-
sistent. However, the immediate context of
each section must take precedence. In the
first case, God was giving a standard general-
ization for how Israel should live as a theocrat-
ic nation. This command was rooted in the
theological truth that all people are made in
the image of God, who is holy. However, in
Exodus 33:27, many had broken their
covenant relationship with God by engaging in
idolatry, thus defying His holiness. Therefore,
Exodus 32 records God’s righteous judgment
against transgression. Both Exodus 20:13 and
32:27 are in line with God's justice,
though each reflects a different facet of
this truth. While some statements are
universally true (i.e., God is holy), many
commands are confined to specific
situations.

Ancient Near A
Eastern Context
The second element
to take into consid-

eration is the broad- TR

er ancient Near Eastern background of the
Hebrew Bible. A comparison between the
biblical text with other historical literature
written around the same time may sometimes
prove helpful in illuminating the biblical narra-
tives. For example, in 1 Samuel 15, Saul was
commanded to strike Amalek and utterly
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destroy all that he has, and do not spare him;
but put to death both man and woman, child
and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey (1
Sam. 15:3). The rationale for this attack was to
enact refribution against the Amalekites
because they had attacked Israel soon after
the Exodus (Ex. 17:8-16). Notwithstanding this
reason, many view this command as genocid-
al: Why would God command the death of
children and infants?

However, within other ancient Near Eastern
literature, hyperbolic language was often
employed in warfare contexts; generalizations
were often used when reporting about wars.
This literary function was employed to depict
how decisive the battle was, not necessarily to
communicate all of the details. We have seen
this type of hyperbolic language used in the
popular Lachish reliefs, which are Assyrian
inscriptions that narrate the siege against
Judah in 701 BCE. Although these annals
claim to have destroyed numerous cities and
to have captured large sums of people, even
besieging King Hezekiah “like a bird in a cage,”
these reports are largely viewed as exaggera-
tions in light of the biblical record. Thus, hyper-
bole was utilized in warfare contexts.

We also see this when comparing warfare
narratives in the Bible. For example, in the
book of Joshua, the author portrays Israel as
having conquered the land of Canaan: Joshua
took the whole land, according to all that the
Lord had spoken to Moses (Josh. 11:23).
However, Judges provides another perspec-
tive, which points out how many foreign
nations actually remained in the land. These
are not “contradictions” but rather a result of
different literary methods being used by the
author.

With this in mind, God’s command in 1
Samuel 15 should be understood as mandat-
ing Saul to win a decisive victory over the
Amalekites, not necessarily that he should
literally destroy the children and infants.
Notwithstanding Saul's preservation of the
livestock and Agag, the king of Amalek, Saul
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perceived himself to have carried out the
command of the Lord...[| obeyed] the voice of
the Lord, and went on the mission on which
the Lord sent me (1 Sam. 15:13-20). Howev-
er, it is evident that he did not kill all of the
Amalekite people since David fought against
the Amalekites again in 1 Samuel 27 in the
same location that Saul had attacked them
(cf. 1 Sam. 30). Therefore, for Saul to have
been under the impression that he had
obeyed God's command, he likely understood
the hyperbolic element within the command to
wipe out all people. Thus, understanding
these warfare texts in their ancient Near
Eastern context is imperative to appreciate
the text.

Being aware of the historical background of
the Scriptures also helps safeguard against
immediately transporting texts and concepts
from the text into our 21% century context. This
becomes particularly problematic with slavery
laws. Within the Hebrew Bible, there are
numerous law codes that expound on regula-
tions for having slaves, and the New Testa-
ment functions within a similar social frame-
work (e.g., Philemon). While certain slave
laws are still difficult to understand, it is imper-
ative to understand how the slavery of the
Bible was an ancient phenomenon and
should not be equated with slavery in North
American history. The one fundamental differ-
ence between biblical slavery and North
American slavery is that biblical slavery was
not contingent on lineage or genealogy but on
debt. Indeed, in the Hebrew Bible, some
entered into slavery willingly (Lev. 25:47).
Furthermore, once a slave was released from
his obligations, he had the ability to be reinte-
grated into society. This is a far cry from North
American slavery that associated certain
ethnic groups as either inherently inferior or
superior beings. This is another example of
how our 21%* century mindset could become
dangerous and may inhibit gaining a better
understanding of the Hebrew Bible.

Difficult Passages in the H

rew Bible

Conclusion

As students of

the Bible, we will
inevitably come into contact with passages
that challenge our worldview and understand-
ing. | posit that the two methods mentioned
above, namely examining the historical and
literary context, will help in gaining further
understanding of the text. However, as one
continues to struggle with these types of narra-
tives in the Hebrew Bible, it is possible to
become discouraged, confused, and heavy-
hearted. If this is the case, | would encourage
you that you are walking a well-worn path that
the psalmists and prophets have walked
before you. Indeed, many lament psalms
communicate the psalmists’ struggles before
God. In Psalm 88, the author proclaimed: You
have put me in the lowest pit, in dark places, in
the depths. Your wrath has rested upon me,
and You have afflicted me with all Your waves
(Ps. 88:6-7). Another example is Jeremiah, a
prophet of God, who also experienced much
distress in his ministry. He stated: | have
become a laughingstock to all my people, their
mocking song all the day. He has filled me with
bifterness, He has made me drunk with worm-
wood (Lam. 3:14-15). These saints demon-
strated the importance of pursuing and
wrestling with God, even in the midst of difficult
times (Jer. 12:1-13). The mark of a godly
person is not one who feels close to God but
one who continues to follow God and struggle
with God, just as Jacob did (Gen. 32). This, |
propose, is where true spiritual growth and
maturity take place.

Seibert, Eric A. Disturbing Divine Behavior:
Troubling Old Testament Images of God (Minneapo-
lis, MN: Fortress Press, 2009), p. 112.

2 Much of this outline is borrowed from Paul Copan’s
book Is God A Moral Monster? where he divides his
work into three main sections: the biblical context,
the ancient Near Eastern context, and the spiritual
significance of the law.
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Qutreach to Holocaust Survivors
By Ariel Hungary

The destruction of the Hungarian
Jews happened when the
German defeat was already
obvious. The Szt6jay government
in Hungary, which came to power
after the German occupation in
March 1944, willingly partook in
the Endldsung, “the Final Solution
of the Jewish question.” Germans
could count on Hungarian
anti-Semitism. With the efficient
collaboration of the Hungarian
authorities, more than 437,000
Jews from the countryside were
deported in six () weeks
(between May 15 and July 9) to
Auschwitz. Eighty percent of them
were killed on the day of their
arrival. This was the fastest oper-
ation of deportation in the history
of the Holocaust. The Jews living
in Budapest were not deported at
the last moment. But after the
Nazi Arrow Cross Party' took
control of the government in
August 1944, many Jews in
Budapest were tortured and
murdered as well. These were the
darkest days in the history of
Hungary. More than half a million
Jews died during the Hungarian
Holocaust.
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Qutreach to Holocaust Survivors = -

Jewish Demography Today
Between 180,000 and 250,000
Jewish people survived the Holo-
caust in the capital of Budapest.
Today, there are about 80,000 to
140,000 Hungarians who have
one Jewish parent and roughly
160,000 people whose grandpar-
ents were Jewish. There are up to
5,000 Holocaust survivors who
are still living among us. Ariel
Hungary is working hard to reach
some of these people.

At the end of last year, we
organized a Hanukkah celebra-
tion with our small Messianic
fellowship. As we had done
before, we invited a group of
Holocaust survivors. We ate
donuts and sang Hanukkah
songs. Then, we spoke about the
historical background of the origi-
nal feast and were able to read
the related New Testament
passages and explain the Messi-
anic applications of Hanukkah.
We are very thankful to God for

allowing us to share the gospel in
a special Jewish context and have
fellowship with these precious
Jewish people. We prayed for the
miracle of salvation, and the Lord
answered by opening the heart of
one of our guests for his Jewish
Messiah a few weeks later!

After the celebration, the Holo-
caust survivors expressed their
thankfulness and said they felt the
love in the fellowship. They also
said that they were interested in
other programs we organize. Vera,
one precious Holocaust survivor
with whom Rita had the privilege
of sharing the gospel on a very
personal level, was interested in
visiting our Messianic fellowship
several times after the Hanukkah
celebrations. During one of her
visits, we mentioned how some
brave individuals saved Jewish
people while endangering their
own lives. The occasion was the
International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. In response, Vera told

us how her family was deported
to Austria and was miraculously
able to stay together and survive,
albeit with many sufferings. Vera
invited Rita to her home because
she had many questions about
the ministry. It is very rare that
someone would ask so many
questions about our work. Yet,
Vera did. She wanted to know
why we think that the Jewish
roots of our faith are so import-
ant. She also wanted to know
why it is good to believe in
Yeshua. At the writing of this
article, our sister Paivi is organiz-
ing a Seder dinner for all these
Holocaust survivors, and our
plan is to show how Yeshua is the
fulfillment of this feast.

'The Arrow Cross Party was a fascist
party led by Ferenc Szalasi, which
formed a government in Hungary known
as the Government of National Unity.
They were in power from 15 October
1944 to 28 March 1945,
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Ariel's Bible Commentaries

you the Scriptures from a Messianic Jewish perspective

The Book of Genesis

Uniquely unlocking the fullness of
beginnings: the universe, the
nations, and particularly the

people of Israel.

Bringing
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Judges & Ruth
] Candidly portraying the imperfect
heroes of a wayward people
struggling to stay faithful to the
One who brought them into being.

Find here the basic truths of the
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(learly showing God's way to Blble explamEd.m d CQm-PrehEHSWE,
clear, and concise way for new and

Jewish believers facing the
double challenge of persecution
and false doctrine.

seasoned believers who want to
grow in the faith.




Shoshanah’s Legacy unfolds the
uniquely inspiring stories of the many
unsung heroes and heroines that
shaped Camp Shoshanah from its
rudimentary beginnings in 1974 to a
state-of-the-art conference facility
today. Itis a precious legacy reflecting
the mighty work of God’s Holy Spirit
and pointing to Ariel’s ongoing
mission into the future
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ARIEL SCHOOL OF MESSIANIC JEWISH STUDIES

Take a course with Dr.
Fruchtenbaum as your professor!
Select from three different

study options:
ASMJS Credit -$99

Audit Only - $49
or just the
Audio Lectures - $25.
Study when you want, whatever
you want, and wherever you live!

Visit us at:
www.ArielCourses.com \

=y i® 2020
SHOSHANAH

Program of Messianic
Jewish Studies

July 4 - August 2

Ariel's summer discipleship program
focuses on establishing and
growing believers in Yeshua

through in-depth study of the

Scriptures from a Messianic Jewish

perspective. Whether attending for
1 week or the entire 8-week

program, the Shoshanah Campus,
beautifully nestled in the scenic

Adirondack mountains, provides the

perfect setting for a fun and
relaxing spiritual retreat for the
whole family.

The Shoah proved God’s verdict on the condition of man to be truthful: The
heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly corrupt (Jer. 17:9). However, the
Holocaust also paved the way for the fulfillment of God’s promises that one day He would
regather His people Israel. In his book The Footsteps of the Messiah, Dr. Arnold
Fruchtenbaum thoroughly explained that this return from the Diaspora is in unbelief and
for judgment, but it will lead to Israel’s final restoration. He noted:

“In that future time of wrath, God will once again enter into
judgment with His people and will purge out the rebels among
them. Those who remain will turn to the Lord; they will be
brought into the bond of the covenant—specifically, the bond of
the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34). They will be brought into
national salvation. Then it will be a new nation, a regenerate
nation, that will be allowed to enter the land under King Messiah
for the final restoration. Hence, Ezekiel 20:33-38 clearly describes
a worldwide regathering in unbelief, from wrath and for wrath, in
preparation for a specific period of judgment that will then lead to
a national salvation and in turn to the final restoration of the
Jewish people.”

THE FOOTSTEPS
of the




ARIEL MINISTRIES

11926 Radium Street

San Antonio, Texas 78216-2713
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