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Outreach:

In light of Romans 1:16, how does one develop a biblically based missions
strategy? Does this verse indicate a priority in the proclamation of the good
news of Messiah—to the Jew first and then also to the Gentile? In this article,
Levi Hazen, the Executive Director of Life in Messiah, answers these and

other important questions.

11

12

14

18

21

27

Wedding Bells:

The focus of this edition of Ariel Magazine is
on Messianic Jewish weddings, both in
theology and in practice.

Cover Story:
The cover story contains two sections.

e |n the first part, titled “A True Shoshanah
Love Story,” Dr. Samuel and Shoshanah
Feinberg speak of their love that began many
moons ago at the Shoshanah Campus of
Ariel's School of Messianic Jewish Studies.

e The second part, titled “Ani’L’'Dodi V’'Dodi 18
Li,” is a report from the actual wedding that

was officiated by Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum in
October of 2021.

Feature:

Mottel Baleston explains the history and mean-
ing of the chuppah, the Jewish wedding
canopy.

Eschatology:

Using the Jewish wedding system as the back-
ground to his study, Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum
teaches about the future of the bride of Messi-
ah, meaning the church.

Bible Study:

The book of Ruth is a moving story of love,
hope, faithfulness, and genuine kindness in the
midst of continual tragedy. The purpose of this
article by Messianic Bible teacher Jacques
Isaac Gabizon is to point out several parallels
between the book of Ruth and God’s redemp-
tive plan through His Son.
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[t takes faith to believe in
EVOLUTION.

You will love this edition of Ariel Magazine! As the cover shows, the

focus of most of the articles is on the topic of weddings. It can’t get any

more joyous, can it? Well, the publishing department has been working
on on other publications, too, such as Ariel's Study Bible by John Metzger.

What a tremendously important work this is! Furthermore, our team of
proofreaders is nearly done working through the Romans commentary. While waiting for their
results, | started putting together and editing Volume 6 of our Come and See book series. This
one is about anthropology and hamartiology, two super interesting topics, if you ask me.

Let me tell you why I think this. When | was a little girl, my family and I lived in Vienna, the
beautiful capital of Austria. | have a childhood friend from this time, and to this day, whenever |
call her, we are back to giggling about silly things like only people who have known each other
their entire lives can do.

Before my parents moved us back to my birthplace, Munich, my friend invited me to say good-
bye to her extended family. | do not recall how we ended up discussing the origin of life, but we
did. When my friend’s family mentioned that we descended from monkeys, | incredulously refuted
the thought and said that surely Adam and Eve were our original parents. My remark was met
with laughter and comments such as, “Just wait until you learn science in school.” During this
conversation, | happened to be standing next to a portrait of one of my friend’s ancestors. | was
so enraged by the mockery that | turned to this painting and said, “Well, if you look at some
people’s ancestors, you might indeed think that we come from monkeys.”

| have no idea how my ten-year-old self got the chutzpah to speak up like that. Clearly, | had
just completely dissed my friend’s family!

Volume 6 of our Come and See series discusses the origin of life on numerous pages, and
evolutionism is given the attention it deserves simply because of its prominence in the current
worldview. While working on Dr. Fruchtenbaum'’s text, | learned about the law of entropy. In brief,
this law states that, left to itself, any isolated system will degenerate from greater order to less
order. Since the theory of evolution is dependent on an increase in order and information rather
than the loss thereof, this scientific law is a huge problem for evolutionists. Entropy, if you will, is
the antithesis of evolution.

My work on the book reminded me of the story that took place in Vienna so many decades
ago. My ten-year-old self really had a point! | came to the conclusion that it is easier to believe in
a Creator God than it is to believe in evolution.

Still, a part of our calling is to always be ready to give a |
defense to everyone who asks us a reason for the hope
that is in us (I Pet. 3:15). If you need help finding the right
words to defend your faith, we recommend Ariel's Come
and See book series.

In Messiah'’s service,

7 . .
/ <
U }/\/v\(\/\ aee Ll
Christiane Jurik ,
editorarielministries@gmail.com
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ARIEL BRANCHES

Ariel Australia

Chris & Lisa Savage

Website:www.ariel.org.au

Email: info@ariel.org.au

Chris and Lisa Savage represent Ariel Ministries in Australia.
Based in Victoria, they teach the Scriptures from the Jewish
perspective in weekly and bi-monthly classes and day seminars.

Ariel Canada

Jacques Isaac & Sharon Gabizon

Website: www.arielcanada.com

Email: info@arielcanada.com

J. I.and Sharon Gabizon represent Ariel Ministries in Canada.
Their projects include door-to-door evangelism of Jewish
homes in Montreal and translating Ariel’s manuscripts into
French. Ariel Canada established a messianic congregation in
Montreal called Beth Ariel.

Jackie Fierman

Jackie Fierman has been with Ariel Canada since January of
2005, traveling and sharing about the ministry and teaching its
material in Canada and the U.S.A.

Ariel India

Bakul N. Christian

Email: bakulchristian@yahoo.co.in

Bakul Christian represents Ariel Ministries in India and resides
with his wife in Ahmedabad. Using Ariel's extensive teaching
material, he expounds the Scriptures from a Messianic Jewish
perspective in his home state. He is also responsible for the
translations into the Gujarati language.

Ariel Israel

Sasha & Lilian Granovsky

Website: https://www.ariel-israel.org.il/

Email: sashag@ariel.org

The husband-and-wife team has been representing Ariel
Ministries in Israel since October 2009. They are responsible for
coordinating the translation of our manuscripts and books into
Hebrew and Russian.

Ariel China
For safety issues, we must protect the identity of this branch.
Please keep them in your prayers.

Ariel Germany

Website: www.cmv-duesseldorf.de

Email: cmv-cmv@t-online.de

Thanks to Manfred Kiinstler and his wife Hanna, Ariel Ministries
has had a presence in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland since
1985. In 2002, the work was passed on to Georg Hagedorn who,
eight years later, turned it into a full branch. Today, this branch
is led by a team of brothers and sisters.

Ariel Hungary

Ivan & Rita Nagy

Email: hungary@ariel.org

Ivan and Rita Nagy represent Ariel Ministries in Hungary. The
husband-and-wife team has developed a Come & See website
in Hungarian. They also host several home Bible study groups,
teaching from Ariel’s materials. Their goal is to make teachings
available to Jewish and Gentile believers and unbelievers in
Hungary.

Ariel Ital

Paolo & lvlartina Speciale

Website: www.arielitalia.it

Email: info@arielitalia.it

Paolo and Martina Speciale represent Ariel Ministries in Italy. The
husband-and-wife team coordinates the translations of our manuscripts
and books into Italian. Their goal is to share the Messianic Jewish
perspective in Italy through live teaching, social media pages, and seminars.

Ariel New Zealand

Website: http://ariel.org.nz/

Email: info@ariel.co.nz

This branch is led by Johan Jansen van Vuuren, Nigel Christensen,
Matthew Lord, Don Thompson, and John Cavanagh. For information
about the many activities of this branch, please contact info@ariel.co.nz.

Ariel Ministries Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas

Email: dfw@ariel.org

This branch is devoted to teaching the Word of God from a biblical
Jewish perspective in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. They also travel
throughout the United States. If you are interested in hosting a teaching
session, symposium, or seminar, contact them at dfw@ariel.org.

ARIEL REPRESENTATIVES

Ariel Liberia

Wion & Shirley Wieh

Email: wionwleh@yahoo.com

Wion and Shirley Wleh represent Ariel Ministries in Monrovia, Liberia,
West Africa. The husband-and-wife team teaches the Scriptures from a
Messianic Jewish perspective in workshops, seminars, and weekly classes
designed for pastors and laypersons alike.

John Metzger - Field Representative
(North Carolina)

Website: www.promisestoisrael.org

Email: johnmetzger@ariel.org

Missionary and author John Metzger represents Ariel Ministries in
North Carolina. He is a teacher and speaker who actively travels
throughout the central and eastern part of the U.S., speaking at
various churches and conferences.

Joe Azevedo - Shoshanah Campus Supervisor
(New York)

Email: Shoshanahcampus@ariel.org

Joe is the supervisor of the Shoshanah Campus, which is the home of
Ariel’s School of Messianic Jewish Studies in Keeseville, NY. Every
summer, he and his wife Cindy organize and host Ariel's ten-week Bible
study program on campus.

Roberto Anchondo - Field Representative

(El Paso, Texas, New Mexico, and Mexico)

Email: robertopmttrust@yahoo.com

Roberto Anchondo represents Ariel Ministries in parts of the Southwest
regions of the U.S. and some cities in Mexico. He is currently discipling
groups of men in the Jewish perspective. He also works with numerous
churches in Mexico, teaching the importance of standing by Israel.

Jack Nakashima - Field Representative

(Rock Hill, SC.)

Email: jacknariel@gmail.com

Jack Nakashima represents Ariel Ministries in Rock Hill, SC. Previously
serving in Israel, he is now available to teach and disciple in the U.S.
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DR. FRUCHTENBAUM RECEIVES AN AWARD

In December of 2021, during the 30" Annual Pre-Trib Study Group
Conference in Irving, Texas, Dr. Fruchtenbaum received the Pre-Trib
Research Center’s “John F. Walvoord Lifetime Achievement Award for
Excellence in Prophetic Studies.” The award came as a complete
surprise. When asked what was going through his head as he was called
up on stage during the gala dinner, Dr. Fruchtenbaum replied, “I thought
Tommy Ice wanted me to tell a few rabbi jokes.” While most people who
have ever met him can certainly appreciate his great sense of humor and
the way he tells his jokes, Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s true accomplishments lie
in his biblical scholarship. It has been 65 years since he trusted the
Messiah as his Savior. Ever since, he has been tested through the trials
of life and has remained faithful. His excellence in presenting the Bible
from a Messianic Jewish, dispensational perspective is what was
honored during the Pre-Trib Conference, and we all feel that this award
was well deserved. Mazel tov, Dr. Fruchtenbaum!

Dr. Thomas Ice presents Dr. Fruchtenbaum with an award.

Agood friend of Ariel Ministries,
Nanette Keao, sheds some light on how
Wion and Shirley Wleh were first
introduced to the ministry.

Liberia: Home of Ariel
Ministries Liberia,
West Africa

By Nanette Keao

Have ever wondered what it would be like to visit one of the poorest West
African nations? A dark period in Liberian history began in 1980 with the
assassination of President William R. Tolbert. The violent coup d'état
was followed by a military dictatorship and the suspension of the consti-
tution. In 1989, civil war broke out, followed by a second civil war that
ended in 2003. During these 14 years, an estimated 250,000 people
were killed, with tens of thousands more displaced or left destitute.
Pastor Wion Wleh and his wife Shirley met, married, and began their
ministry during those terrible years. When | stepped off the plane in
Monrovia for the very first time, not knowing what to expect, | encoun-
tered a people who were proven partakers in the suffering of our Lord
and who knew and delighted in His Word. It was February 2013 when my
husband and | went to Liberia as part of the World Missions Outreach
(WMO) team to participate as speakers in a regional pastors’ conference
hosted by Pastor Wion’s congregation. As a reminder, WMO is led by

Henry and Darlene Matarrita, who are good
friends of Ariel Ministries. Ariel Magazine has
published a few articles about the work of this
wonderful couple.

You may wonder why my husband and | would
go to Liberia. The story began in 2011 when | met
Pastor Wion and Shirley in Israel while serving
together with a WMO team. Pastor Wion, in turn,
had met the Matarittas in 2000 when they had
served with Chosen People Ministries at a Billy
Graham Conference in Amsterdam. Wion, drawn
to their ministry to the Jewish people, invited the

2011 Trip to Israel
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Matarittas to speak at the 2001
Missions  Conference in Liberia.
Although the conditions were quite
dangerous, the Matarittas went and
returned every other year for almost two
decades. In 2007, Henry gifted Pastor
Wion with Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s book
The Footsteps of the Messiah. Pastor
Wion and Shirley began teaching the
Bible from a Messianic Jewish perspec-
tive, never anticipating that they would
one day be representing Ariel Ministries
in Liberia, West Africa.

During our visit to Liberia in 2013,
Shirley invited me to lead the women’s
Bible study. | chose Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s
teaching on The Wife of Jehovah,
quickly jotted down a few notes, marked
Scriptures in my Bible, and followed
Shirley across the yard to where a

Ariel
Hungary

Most of our readers know Ariel Hungary
as the branch that ministers to Jewish
survivors of the Holocaust. However,
our branch leader, lvan Nagy, is also
actively teaching and often focuses on
the false doctrines of the charismatic
movement. In this short article, he
explains one of the ways in which he
makes his point.

Where are the signs and wonders of
the apostolic age?

It is quite possible that nearly all believ-
ers have been confronted with this
guestion at some point in their lives. In
theology, there are two main answers:
the cessationist view and the continua-
tionist view.

group of women clothed in colorful
lappas sat in the shade of a cottonwood
tree. After some introductions, one of
the ladies began to sing a cappella.
Soon the others joined in, blending
harmoniously, one hymn flowing into
the next. My eyes closed. | felt outside
of time. Heaven must be like this. When
the singing stopped, someone prayed,
and together we read through the
stages of God'’s relationship with Israel
as His wife from Deuteronomy to
Hosea. The women delighted in the
description of God's love for Israel
despite her betrayal. | will never forget
how eagerly they followed the narrative
of the separation, divorce, and eventual
reunion of God and His wife, as if it
were speaking of close family mem-
bers.

According to the cessationist view,
signs and wonders ended when the
apostolic period did. Cessationists do
not deny that God is able to perform
signs and wonders even today. Howev-
er, they teach that this is not His prima-
ry way, and if He does perform such
miracles, He works by providence.

The continuationists teach that signs
and wonders are possible today but
that the church has not reached this
stage of maturity and purity yet. Most of
them believe in the restoration of all
ministries, including prophecy and
apostleship.

There are, of course, many varia-
tions of these two views.

Biblically, signs and wonders served
two purposes, especially in the apostol-
ic age. First, in the Hebrew Scriptures,
signs and wonders proved the
message of God in contrast to false
gods. In the Gospels and in Acts, they
authenticated the Person of the Messi-

Today, Pastor Wion and Shirley are
busy teaching the Bible from a Messi-
anic Jewish perspective; promoting
Ariel Ministries materials through
Monrovia Bible College, Carver
Mission Academy, and Paynesville
Community Church; and conducting
conferences for churches and church
pastors from neighboring West African
countries.

Nanette Keao (third from the right) and the
Matarittas (couple in the middle) in Liberia
(2013)

ah and His message. Hebrews 2:1-4
summarizes this point well:
1Therefore we must pay much
closer attention to what we have
heard, lest we drift away from it.
2For since the message declared
by angels proved to be reliable,
and every transgression or disobe-
dience received a just retribution,
3how shall we escape if we neglect
such a great salvation? It was
declared at first by the Lord, and it
was attested to us by those who
heard, “while God also bore
witness by signs and wonders and
various miracles and by gifts of the
Holy Spirit distributed according to
his will.
These verses summarize the role of
signs and wonders very clearly and
connect them to the Messiah, the
Messianic message, and its authentica-
tion. They emphasize that we should
pay closer attention to what we have
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heard than to signs and wonders. The
key sentence is verse 4, which states
that God worked together with the
witnesses who had heard His message.
God supported these witnesses by the
signs, wonders, and various miracles
that He performed. Even the special
ministry of the Holy Spirit is connected
with this process. Especially important
is the closing phrase: according to his
will.

Since the Scriptures leave no doubt
about the context of signs and wonders,
we need to ask ourselves several ques-
tions: Where do we see these biblical
conditions in today’s world? In which
denomination are these conditions
found? Who would be able to use this
kind of God-given ability for the sake of
the gospel message? The Roman Cath-
olic Church? The Pentecostal move-
ment? The charismatic movement? The

Third Wave? Any other movement or
great preacher?

If I could make a suggestion, | would
say that the best place for signs and
wonders would be on the missions field.
But which ministry should get God's
supernatural support?

Let’s just imagine for a moment that
the blind see, the lame run, and all
people with serious illnesses experi-
ence immediate recovery. The gospel is
preached. What would be the guarantee
that the person or denomination through
whom these miracles are done fulfills
the role that was assigned to signs and
wonders in the apostolic age? To whom
would the miracles point? This kind of
ministry with signs and wonders could
only focus on a different “anointed one,”
as we so often see in the case of
hyper-charismatic preachers and their
ministries.

It is not by mistake that signs and
wonders disappeared after Acts. While
| am not a cessationist and think that
the gifts of the Spirit could function in
this age, two offices clearly disap-
peared in Acts: the prophet and the
apostle (Eph 2:19-22). These offices
played an important role at the time of
the birth of the church, but the church
has been in existence since the events
of Acts 2, which took place nearly 2,000
years ago. Hence, the signs and
wonders that authenticated the
message of the prophets and apostles
have on the one hand become obso-
lete. On the other hand, even if they still
existed, they would be misleading. It is
not surprising that the Scriptures
connect most signs and wonders that
will appear before the second coming
of Messiah with the work of the dark
side.

2021 was a remarkable year for one unique reason: wedding bells were ringing all throughout the
ministry. The following is the heartwarming story of our graphic designer Jesse Gonzales and his lovely bride Bea.

How Did We Get Here?

By Jesse Gonzales

| was asked by Ariel Ministries’
editor-in-chief to share a little about our
road to the wedding altar.

The one word that my bride Bea and
| would use to describe our story is
“surprising.” Having both lost our
spouses several years ago, the thought
that either one of us would ever get
married again was nowhere on the
radar. We sincerely believed that we
had each had the privilege of experi-
encing successful marriages of over
thirty years and that we would now
concentrate on ministry, children, and
of course our grandkids. Yet, God had
other plans.




It all started so innocently. About a
year and a half after losing my wife, |
found myself to be very impatient with
the grieving process. | would ask others
what they thought would come next,
but | never really felt that they quite
understood my situation. As | thought
about my predicament, only one
person came to mind: Bea. She had
lost her husband to HIN1 eight years
earlier. Both of our families had been in
fulltime ministry for decades, and this
made my decision to contact her an
easy one. Yet, while the decision was
obvious, | reconsidered contacting her.
| was afraid that maybe | would be
opening some old wounds. | deter-
mined to ask the Lord to provide me
with the right opportunity when He
thought it would be appropriate.

Six months later, “out of the blue™ |
received a text message from Bea
inviting me to her daughter’'s baby
shower. Now, this text message should
have gone to a certain Jessica.
Instead, Bea “mistakenly” sent it to me,
Jesse. | considered it a sign from God.
Please understand that at this time my
motivation was to get some answers

from the only person | felt was qualified
to understand what | was going
through. When | received the “misrout-
ed” text from Bea, | couldn’t wait to text
her back. | invited her to come over to
the house to talk to me and my son
Josh. Bea ended up sharing much of
what she had gone through, and it was
very similar, if not exactly the same, to
what | had been experiencing. As we
pursued this informal counseling, we
started seeing each other differently.
We were falling in love.

That led to a special event on Febru-
ary 14, 2018: On that day, we became
boyfriend and girlfriend. How silly this
sounded to us 62-year-olds! We
searched for the right wording. Some of
the phrases could be telling a different
story altogether, such as “my compan-
ion,” “my friend,” “We are a couple,” or
“We are together.” Bea went with
“boyfriend/girlfriend,” while | was partial
to the old-school “We are going steady.”

It took us a while to believe™and
understand what was happening. Was
this of God? It seemed so orchestrated.
We were in earnest prayer just wanting
to make sure it was what He wanted.
While that may seem very spiritual, we
have to admit that it felt so good to love
and be loved again. We started to see

I MINISTRY NEWS I

this relationship that we had not been
looking for as a special gift from God.

But | must be honest; one of the
biggest surprises was how young we
felt. We were 16 years old all over
again— so much so that we had to
remind ourselves of all the counseling
sessions we had provided for teens
and college students on self-control!
Life seemed to be moving at such a
rapid pace.

On September 17, 2021, we
traveled from boyfriend and girlfriend to
Mr. and Mrs. We are so thankful to the
Lord for this unexpected gift!

The wedding of Jesse and Bea Gonzales
took place at the Tower of the Americas,
overlooking San Antonio from 750 ft. high.
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Paul's teachings on topics such as
Christology, ecclesiology, and soteriolo-
gy have shaped the church’s doctrines
for two thousand years. As you know,
dear reader, Paul penned Romans 1:16,
which says: “For | am not ashamed of
the gospel, because it is God’s power
for salvation to everyone who believes,
first to the Jew, and also to the Greek.™

This verse is often displayed in
churches, plastered on banners at
missions conferences, and etched on
bracelets and t-shirts. It was even the
theme verse for a tour by Christian rap
artists in 2013.2 These are all good!
Reminding people that the gospel is
“God’s power for salvation” is a
message worth declaring from any
platform. Affirming that the gospel is for
“everyone who believes” is crucial. No
one is excluded from God's power to
save. But rarely does one hear it
proclaimed from the pulpit that the
gospel is “to the Jew first.”

The phrase “to the Jew first” is just as
important as the other truths contained
within Romans 1:16. If the first part of
the verse is true, so is the second. For
this reason, it is important to properly
exegete this verse.

What does Paul mean by the phrase
“to the Jew first"? Dr. Douglas J. Moo, a
professor of New Testament at Wheaton
College, comments on Romans 1:16 in
this way:

What is the nature of the Jew'’s

priority (“first”) over the Gentile?

Some scholars, indeed, have

sought to remove any sense of

priority from the phrase, but
without success. Paul clearly
accords some kind of priority to
the Jew. Some suggest that no
more is involved than the histori-
cal circumstance of the apostolic
preaching, which, according to
Acts, began with the Jews and
moved to the Gentiles. But Paul
must intend more than simply
historical fact in light of the
theological context here. If we ask
what precedence Paul accords
Israel elsewhere in Rom., we find
that his emphasis is on the special
applicability of the promise of God
to that people whom he chose
(3:2; 9-11). However much the
church may seem to be dominat-
ed by Gentiles, Paul insists that
the promises of God realized in
the gospel are “first of all” for the
Jew. To Israel the promises were
first given, and to the Jews they
still particularly apply. Without in
any way subtracting from the
equal access that all people now
have to the gospel, then, Paul
insists that the gospel, “promised
beforehand... in the holy Scrip-
tures” (1:2), has a special
relevance to the Jew.3
Dr. Moo makes a good point. Paul is
referring to the nature and priority of the
gospel message. Regarding the nature,
the gospel is inherently Jewish and
therefore especially for the Jewish
people. Though Gentiles have equal
access to the Messiah, the Messiah is

especially for those to whom He was
promised. Aside from this, the Jewish
people had been awaiting a Messiah for
centuries before the Gentiles discov-
ered Him.*
In agreement with Dr. Moo, Dr.
Fruchtenbaum writes:
Consistent exegesis would de-
mand that if the gospel is always
the power of God to save, then it
is always to the Jew first. The
Greek word that Paul used for the
English word “first” is proton,
which means “first in time, in
place, in order, and in impor-
tance.” Applying this verse to the
Great Commission, the gospel,
wherever and by whatever means
it goes out from the local church,
must go to the Jew first.®
Dr.  Fruchtenbaum rightly applies
Romans 1:16 to the church’s mandate
in carrying out the Great Commission.

If the gospel really is
“to the Jew first,” a
missions strategy
that neglects the
Jewish people lacks
a vital component. If
a missions strategy
neglects the Jewish
people, for whom the
gospel is a priority,
what kind of strategy
Is it?

1 Holman Christian Standard Bible used throughout.

2 See www.unashamedtour.com.

3 Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing, 1996), 69.
4 At this juncture, it is important to understand what | am not saying. | am not arguing that Jewish people are somehow better than other people.

Jewish people are not more deserving of the gospel. It is important to remember what Romans 3:23 states: “all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.” “All” includes both our Gentile and Jewish friends.
5 Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, “Romans 1:16 — To the Jew First,” Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism Bulletin, no. 85 (Sept. 2006),

Icje.net/bulletins/2006/85/85_01.html [accessed April 13, 2016].
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The Greek word proton is used
elsewhere to indicate a priority. For
example, in Romans 2 Paul teaches
about the future judgment of God. Paul
makes the point that just as the gospel
is “first to the Jew,” so God'’s judgment is
“first to the Jew™:

He will repay each one according

to his works: eternal life to those

who by persistence in doing good

seek glory, honor, and immortality;
but wrath and indignation to those
who are self-seeking and disobey
the truth but are obeying unrigh-
teousness; affliction and distress
for every human being who does
evil, first to the Jew, and also to
the Greek; but glory, honor, and
peace for everyone who does
what is good, first to the Jew, and
also to the Greek. There is no
favoritism with God. (Romans

2:6-11)

Paul's teaching is consistent. Though
there is no favoritism in either salvation
or judgment with regards to Jew or
Gentile, there is a priority of “to the Jew
first” for both.

Proton, translated in Romans 1:16
and 2:10 as “first,” is also used in
Matthew 6:33: “But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things will be provided to
you” (emphasis mine). Most of us have
little difficulty comprehending what
Matthew means by “first.” He means
priority. Matthew urges readers to place
a higher priority on seeking the kingdom
of God than on seeking earthly things.
The word proton indicates a priority of
something or someone over something
or someone else.

Paul's use of proton in Romans 1:16
is evidence that gospel proclamation to
Jewish people should be prioritized in
missions strategies. The church is in

agreement that the gospel is “the power
of God.”

The church agrees
that the gospel is “for
everyone who
believes.” Why are we
failing to accept and
implement the priority
of the gospel “to the
Jew first”?

A biblically based missions strategy
is one that incorporates the Jewish
people. Neglecting the Jewish people
creates a strategy that is not in line with
the highest biblical standards. These
strategies will miss out on potential
blessings of evangelistic success. As
Dr. Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. reminds us:

It would be wise for the church to
once again take another look at
how she is carrying out the work of
the kingdom and how she is
regarding the nation of Israel.
Otherwise, she will have small
victories here and there, but we
will miss the full favor of our Lord,
who calls us to a much higher
biblical standard of performance
for the sake of his excellent name
and his Jewish people.®

¢ Darrell L. Bock & Mitch Glaser, To the Jew First: The Case for Jewish Evangelism in Scripture &
History (Grand Rapids: Kregal Publications, 2008), 52.

Levi Hazen serves as the Executive Director of Life in
Messiah, International (www.lifeinmessiah.org). Levi
graduated from Taylor University with a BA in Christian
Education Ministry in 2004. In 2011, he earned a certifi-
cate in Jewish Studies from Moody Bible Institute. In
2016, Levi graduated from Moody Theological Seminary
with an MA in Biblical and Theological Studies. He and his
wife spent one year living in Israel while studying subjects
like archaeology and biblical geography.
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Our story begins in the summer of 1982
when both of our parents camped out
side by side on the sandy shores of
Trout Pond in New York. As they were
being discipled under the teaching of Dr.
Arnold Fruchtenbaum, our families
became acquainted with one another
and quickly formed a close bond. At the
time, none of the eight Kravitz kids had
been born, nor did the Feinbergs have
any offspring. Shoshanah would be
born later as the first Kravitz daughter,
and Samuel would be born the young-
est of three children, with two older
sisters.

As our families possess Jewish
heritage, it is worthy to note just how
significantly the biblical discipleship of
Ariel Ministries has influenced both sets
of families in the raising of the next
generation. Both of us, at different
points in our childhood, professed faith
in Messiah Yeshua and were baptized
on the same shores where our parents
had met some years earlier. These are

The parents of the groom and the bride

A True Shoshanah Love Story I COVER STORY I

now two generations of Messianic
Jewish believers having been discipled
under and saved through the faithful
ministry of Ariel Ministries at the
Shoshanah Campus.

We were teenagers when we first
met, and we eventually lost touch with
each other. Shortly before God orches-
trated our reunion, Shoshanah was
concluding her two-year stint in San
Antonio, Texas, where she had been
caring for Mary Ann Fruchtenbaum. It
was on the night of Passover, the 4th of
April 2021, when Shoshanah stumbled
upon Samuel’'s photo and sent him a
text message. Unbeknownst to her,
Samuel was seated, Haggadah in hand,
preparing to initiate the Passover Seder
with his family. It took only two weeks
after that first text message until we
were greeting one another at the airport
with flowers in our hands and love in our
hearts.

From the very commencement of this
courtship, God made it clear, as He did

in Genesis 24 concerning the union of
Isaac and Rebekah, that “the matter
comes from the Lord.” Within six
months, both of our families came
together, and we were able to fulfill
God’'s will in the binding covenant of
marriage under the direction and officia-
tion of Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum. From

The happy couple on the shores of Trout Pond

the ceremony to the reception and the
heartfelt words shared from both sides
of our family, the 13th of October 2021
will go down in the history books of
Camp Shoshanah as the culmination of
a beautiful tapestry woven and directed
by God Almighty.
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“Mazel tov, darlings, you are getting
married!” | am sure Shakespeare would
have met this cheerful greeting with
incredulous shuddering—but cheerful it
was, and it was the first thought on my
mind when | heard that Shoshanah Kravitz
and Dr. Samuel Feinberg were going to tie
the knot. | have known Shoshanah and the
rest of the Kravitz clan for decades. In fact,
the first time | came to Ariel's School of
Messianic Jewish Studies in 1996, this
family was already what one could call “an
establishment.” As for the Feinbergs, | met
them later and only briefly. However, there
are precious memories of this beautiful
family as well. Hence, | was thrilled to hear
of Shoshanah’s engagement to Samuel
and expressed my delight by adding
about ten exclamation points to the mazel
tov message | sent to the bride.

Then, Dr. Fruchtenbaum asked me to fly
up to New York to attend the wedding. He
wanted me to be the reporter and also to
serve the bride as her personal photogra-
pher. Now, my delight was without
bounds! | was going to witness Mr. and
Mrs. Feinberg's first kiss!

Itis hard to say what ended up bringing
me more pleasure: the venue, the reunion
with so many old friends, spending
precious time with the bride and the
groom, or seeing Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s
smiles while he officiated the wedding. To
sum it all up, the marriage ceremony and
everything that went with it could not
have been more perfect!

Shoshanah reading the wedding vows

The Vonce

The wedding took place at the Shoshanah
Campus in upstate New York. The venue
allowed most of the 75 guests to arrive
early and stay a few nights in the beautiful
cabins and dormitories of the school. The
caterer was able to use the kitchen so that
the ceremony and the subsequent feast
could be held in the same place.

By talking to the Campus Director, Joe
Azevedo, | learned that plans are in the
making to use the facilities more often for
occasions.  Dr.  Fruchtenbaum
confirmed this when he said, “While this
was the first actual wedding on the

such

Shoshanah Campus—we had three previ-
ous renewals and anniversaries—we look
forward to many future ones.”

Tl LWedlng C

The Feinberg wedding would not have
been Jewish without the multiple
traditional elements that were built into
the ceremony. We all know that many have
sought to gain “spirituality” on the basis of
manmade traditions, and, in those cases,
traditions are something negative. Howev-

er, Jewish wedding customs can create a

The happy bride

meaningful link between the past,
present, and future; and this was so in the
case of the Feinberg wedding. For exam-
ple, there was a chuppah, lovingly built by
Joe Azevedo and decorated by Kravitz
family members. Mottel Baleston wrote an
article about the meaning of the chuppah
for this edition of Ariel Magazine, so not
much more will be said here.

| would personally say that the most
meaningful tradition is the recitation of
many Hebrew prayers during the ceremo-
ny. In the case of the Feinberg wedding,
the prayers all included references to
Yeshua, and so the clear message of these
prayers was that this marriage was
supposed to be placed under the head-
ship of Messiah.

After Father and Mother Kravitz gave
away their daughter and expressed their
agreement to this union, the wine was
blessed—which is another Jewish
tradition. As Dr.

officiated the entire ceremony, explained:

Fruchtenbaum, who

“This cup of wine illustrates a truth about
life. Some wines are sweet, and some
wines can taste bitter. Life brings us both
bitter times as it does times of great rejoic-
ing. As both of you take strength in your
faith and trust Yeshua with all your heart
and depend on God for your spiritual
nourishment, then blessed are you as a
couple who will serve each other with
unconditional love, just as God had
intended marriage to be.”

The groom and the bride lighting some
of the candles on the menorah
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A tradition that may need some explana-
tion is the circling by the bride. Shosha-
nah, garbed in the 52-year-old wedding
dress of Mrs. Fruchtenbaum (whose
caretaker she once was and whose much
beloved “adopted” daughter she still is),
circled the groom seven times. Why would
she do such a thing?

Again, we'll let Dr. Fruchtenbaum'’s
words shed some light on the meaning of
this tradition: “Jeremiah the prophet
wrote, ‘A woman shall encompass a man!
Seven is the number of completion. The
bride now circles the groom seven times,
showing how she will love her husband in
the same way that God loves His people
and betrothed Israel to Himself and Messi-
ah to His church. The bride will love her
husband with justice. She will love him in
righteousness. She will love him with
compassion. She will serve him in faithful-
ness. She will be as a hedge of protection
around him, and he will see only her from

now on.’

Although the bride and the groom stood
alone under the chuppah, they were
entering into the marriage with support

from those who love them. The lighting of
the menorah illustrated this truth, as Dr.

Fruchtenbaum pointed out: “As we look at
the menorah here in front of us, we are
reminded that it has been used in Judaism
for over 3,500 years as a symbol of light
and hope. Today, we are using the meno-
rah as a witness of blessing and hope.
Samuel and Shoshanah, who were once
separated with different goals and experi-
ences in life, will now become united in
their walk together as they pursue a holy
life in Yeshua. May these candles, when lit,
represent your family and friends, who will
help build a wall of protection around you
both, to secure you and encourage you in
the bonds of marriage. Love is the glue
that will lock your hearts together.”

The first candles on the menorah were
lit by Ken and Ruth Kravitz, the parents of
the bride. Dr. Fruchtenbaum said, “These
first two candles are lit with love from the
parents of the bride, who have loved you,
Shoshanah, from the beginning and will
now continue to love you both, Shosha-
nah and Samuel. But how do we define
love? Love is patient, love is kind. It does
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.”

Then the groom’s parents, Janet and
Henry Feinberg, came to light more
candles, and Dr. Fruchtenbaum continued,
“Keep this definition of love in mind,
and Shoshanah,

Samuel and your

The Kravitz clan

marriage will honor God. Love is not rude,
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never fails. Power without love can be
reckless and abusive, and love without
power is sentimental and anemic. We
rejoice that marriage is given by God,
blessed by Yeshua the Messiah, and
sustained by His Holy Spirit. Therefore, let
marriage be held in honor among us. Let
every man here today, even all those
sitting watching as witnesses, so love his
wife as if this day they too were just
getting married. Let each woman here
give her husband the place of honor and
respect that is due him. Let those who are
married be examples to this bride and
groom, and may you rejoice and love the
spouse to whom you are bound.”

The remaining candles were lit by
friends of the groom and by the couple.

The Wore

Next, the groom and the bride were given
a cup of wine, and after blessing it, Dr.
Fruchtenbaum drew a very interesting
analogy from this tradition: “Samuel and
Shoshanah, you have both tasted of this

The Feinberg ciap,




Ani I’'Dodi v’dodili Report from a Messianic Wedding at the Shoshanah Campus I COVER STO RY I

wine together. May the sweetness of this
wine bring sweet words, words of comfort
and encouragement for one another.
Words are very powerful. Words can hurt
or heal, build up or tear down, comfort or
curse. Always coat your words with grace.
Be kind to one another and use your words
carefully, honoring each other always.
Remember, Samuel and Shoshanah, it is
not what goes into your mouth that makes
you holy or sanctified, but it is what comes
out of your mouth that reflects the condi-
tion of your heart. Honor each other in
word and in deed all the days of your lives
together”

The groomed his vows to the

bride, and | will gladly say that this young
man did a wonderful job of making
Shoshanah feel special and loved. Howev-
er, we will have to be honest here: Her
vows trumped his—so much so that both
the mother of the bride and the mother of
the groom burst into tears. The many nods
and whispered "“Amens” were just precious
to behold.

After the exchange of the vows, a ring
bearer—cute as a button—brought the
rings. Dr. Fruchtenbaum explained, “A ring
is made from a precious metal that is
valuable, and so these vows of commit-
ment you are making are precious in the
sight of God. A ring is circular, with no
beginning and no end. May there be no
end to this holy union. There is a tradition
that says that the wedding ring should be
placed on the ring finger of the left hand
because there is a vein that runs from that
finger straight to the heart”

So on that finger on Shoshanah’s hand
Samuel placed the ring. Once she had
they both
exclaimed, “Ani I'Dodi v'dodi li—I am my

done the same to him,

beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.

Riading o the Ketubul

The ketubah is the marriage contract,
which is traditionally read publicly, and so
it was at this wedding as well. Again, Dr.
Fruchtenbaum provided an interesting
explanation when he said, “We have a
Jewish lawyer in heaven, our Messiah, who
advocates for us before our accuser” In
other words, this ketubah, signed by the
groom, the bride, and the witnesses, is a
legal document. If the accuser comes and
tries to find anything offensive in this
wedding ceremony, Messiah Himself
would stand in defense of this couple. The
marriage was finalized. It is there to stay. It
is legal.

Seuen 3&4&%4—
Sheva Bhackst

Next came the reciting of the Sheva
Brachot, a Hebrew phrase that literally
“the These
wedding blessings are also known as
birkot nissuin—nissuin being the Hebrew
word for “marriage.” The blessings were

means seven blessings.”

prayed upon the bride and the groom over
a cup of wine.

This was followed by another blessing,
as Dr. Fruchtenbaum said: "Now may God,

Dr. Fruchtenbaum contently looking at his
“adopted” daughter

through our Messiah Yeshua, bless you,
preserve you, and keep you. The Lord with
His favor look upon you and fill you with
all spiritual benediction and grace, that
you may enter into this joyful covenant.”

T Bk of e Fss

The ceremony concluded with the
best-known aspect of Jewish weddings:
the stomping on a glass. After the best
man gave the bridegroom and the bride a
taste from the second goblet of wine, he
wrapped the glass in a cloth and placed it
on the floor. The bridegroom joyfully
stomped on and broke the glass with his
foot.

This practice dates back to Talmudic
times, and the main idea was to indicate
that where there is rejoicing, there should
the
tradition was to remind everyone of the

also be trembling. Furthermore,

destruction of the Temple with the lesson
that even at the height of personal joy,
one is to recall the pain and losses
suffered by the Jewish people.

the
ceremony with a triumphant “I now

Dr. Fruchtenbaum concluded

pronounce you husband and wife!” As the
room erupted in a joyous “Mazel tov," | got
to take pictures of the first kiss Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Feinberg exchanged. May it
be followed by many, many more!

Mr.and Mrs: Feinbe!
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The Structure

The chuppah'’s basic design consists of
four poles that hold up a cloth canopy. In
its simplest form, the actual cloth may
be no more than six feet square (about
two meters square), is held up by plain
wooden poles, and may accommodate
the groom, the bride, and the person
officiating the wedding. In more elabo-
rate and Orthodox weddings, sizes up
to twelve feet square are seen, large
enough to accommodate parents and
other relatives. These chuppahs often
come with elaborately embroidered
cloth and poles wrapped in flower
garlands. In all these variations, all four
sides of the structure are open.

Often, the four poles supporting the
chuppah are fixed in place; in other
cases, four men physically hold the
poles, a common practice in Israel.

The Material

The material used for chuppahs varies
widely and has undergone a shift in the
last century. My parents’ early 1950s
wedding in an Orthodox Jewish syna-
gogue in Brooklyn was very traditional
with a large, heavy satin chuppah with
fringes all around and a crowded scene
underneath with many relatives
gathered.

The Six-Day War in 1967, which
liberated and unified Jerusalem, brought
a new interest in Israel to the American
Jewish community. One result was that
the Israeli flag began to be used as a
chuppah. When my wife and I, as new
Jewish believers in Messiah Yeshua,
were married at the end of the 1970s in
a Messianic Jewish ceremony in New
York City, we stood under such an Israe-
li flag chuppah.

Sometimes a tallit, or Jewish prayer
shawl, is used. In recent years, the trend

is toward a thin, airy canopy material
that allows in lots of light.

Often, the Hebrew words Ani L'Dodi
v'Dodi Li are found embroidered around
the edges of the cloth. This phrase from
Song of Solomon 6:3 means “I am my
beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.”

The Wedding Ceremony

In the Hebrew Scriptures, the term
chuppah is found twice: in Psalm 19:5
and in Joel 2:16. In both cases, the term
refers to the original wedding chamber.
This brings up the fact that, biblically, a
Hebrew marriage was in two parts. The
first part was the erusin, or betrothal,
where a commitment for a marriage
between the two families was formal-
ized and from which point onward the
couple was considered what we would
call “engaged.” In biblical times, howev-
er, the erusin was much more of a firm,
legal commitment than a modern-day
engagement. Among some Orthodox
Jews, this separate formal betrothal
period is still practiced, with the young
woman residing with her parents and
with many strict rules about the couple’s
behavior in place.

The second part of the biblical mar-
riage was the nissuin, the actual public
wedding ceremony. After this ceremony,
the private consummation of the mar-
riage was held in the “chamber.” Over
time, the tradition developed that the
chamber was publicly represented in a
symbolic way by the use of this cloth
canopy, the chuppah. This public
display emphasizes the fact that a
Jewish wedding is not a private event
but is rather a confirmation and a pledge
of Jewish continuity and survival to the
community.

In modern Israeli Hebrew, the noun
chuppah is used to designate the wed-

ding event. Over just the past several
years, at least five young Jewish people
who had been to the Shoshanah
Campus of Ariel Ministries have gotten
married in Messianic ceremonies in
Israel. As | spoke to the parents or read
the description of the weddings in
Hebrew, in all cases the ceremony was
simply called the chuppah, showing
how much the object of the wedding
canopy has become synonymous with
the Jewish marriage ceremony.

As the American Jewish community
has become more assimilated with the
associated dramatic rise in intermar-
riage of young Jewish people, a
common practice has been the use of a
decorative archway under which a
couple is married. This is seen as a sort
of compromise—a step away from the
traditional Jewish four-cornered canopy
but still a nod to the Jewish family. This
is so often seen by the wedding guests
that it is now common to find couples
where neither partner is Jewish who
choose to marry under an archway.

The Ultimate Wedding

As believers in Messiah Yeshua, we
look forward to the ultimate wedding of
the body of believers to our Savior. That
will be the most joyous wedding of all!

Mottel Baleston is the Director of the
Messengers Messianic Jewish Fellowship of
New Jersey and a regular teacher at Ariel's
School of Messianic Jewish Studies at the
Shoshanah Campus in New York. Mottel and
his wife Deborah live in New Jersey.
www.MessiahNJ.org
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By Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum

In the Scriptures, the church is depicted both as the body of the

Messiah and as His bride. Regarding the latter, the thrust of all

New Testament passages is that she is a betrothed bride who is
not yet joined to her Husband, the Messiah.
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Within the context of the church, one
must distinguish between the visible
and the invisible church. The invisible
church is composed of all true believers,
whereas the visible church can be
composed of both believers and unbe-
lievers. A clear definition of the invisible
church can be deduced from Colos-
sians 1:18, Ephesians 2:11-16, | Corin-
thians 12:13, Acts 1:5, and Acts 2 (in
combination with Acts 11:15-16). Sum-
marizing these five passages, the bride
of Messiah is composed of all true
believers from Pentecost in Acts 2 until
the rapture. Once she has been
raptured, the bride will experience the
marriage of the Lamb. To fully under-
stand what this event involves, one
must first understand the background of
the Jewish marriage system at the time
of Yeshua's first coming. A thorough
examination of this system provides a
better understanding of the believers’
special relationship with Messiah, and it
explains the future aspects of church
history. As will be seen, the Jewish
wedding system involved five distinct
steps.

THE ARRANGEMENT

y N

The first step in the Jewish wedding
system was the arrangement, during
which the father of the groom made the
arrangements with the father of the
bride for the marriage and paid the bride
price. The timing of the arrangement
varied. Sometimes, it occurred when
both the bride and the groom were still
children. Other times, it occurred at
least one year before the marriage

itself. Often the bride and groom did not
even meet until their wedding day.

The application of this step in the
Jewish wedding system to the bride of
the Messiah is that God the Father—the
Father of Messiah the Groom—made
the arrangement and then paid the bride
price. The bride price was the blood of
His Son. This is seen in two passages of
Scripture, the first of which is Ephesians
5:25b: Messiah also loved the church,
and gave himself up for it. The second
passage is John 3:16a: For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son. By giving up His Son and
by shedding the blood of His Son, God
the Father paid the bride price, and thus
the arrangement was sealed with blood.

\ S p»4 m
AW S e
THE PREPARATION _

The second step in the Jewish wedding
system was known as the preparation.
This was the period of the betrothal. It
lasted for at least a year but could also
have lasted for many years, especially if
the arrangement was made when the
bride and groom were only children.
During this time, the bride was prepared
to take on the role of a wife. Further-
more, she was observed for her purity.
The betrothal had to last a minimum of a
year because this time span allowed at
least a full nine months to pass to make
sure that the bride was a virgin at the
time of the betrothal. If she gave birth
before the year was up, it demonstrated
that she was in a state of immorality.
The application of this stage to the
church is that the bride is even now in
the process of being perfected for the

Groom. Two passages deal with this
fact. In Il Corinthians 11:2, Paul stated:
For | am jealous over you with a godly
jealousy: for | espoused you to one
husband, that | might present you as a
pure virgin to Messiah. Paul explained
that the church has been espoused or
betrothed to one husband. The goal is
that she might be presented as a pure
virgin to the Messiah. She is now in the
period of preparation when the bride is
being prepared to become a fitting wife
for her husband. When the wedding
day comes, she will be presented as a
pure virgin to the Messiah.

In Ephesians 5:26-27, Paul further
detailed the process of sanctification,
which the church is currently undergo-
ing. According to verse 26, this process
involves the following points: that he
might sanctify it, having cleansed it by
the washing of water with the word. The
term “sanctify” means “to set apart” or
“to be set apart.” The church is being
set apart for the Messiah to eventually
be presented as a pure virgin to Him
(Il Cor. 11:2). The means of sanctifica-
tion is by the washing of water with the
word. This phrase does not refer to
water baptism but to the water of the
Word of God. The church is being
cleansed by the Word of God. As she
becomes more and more conformed to
what the Scriptures teach, she
becomes more and more that pure
virgin to be presented to Messiah.

Verse 27 provides the purpose of
this process of sanctification: that he
might present the church to himself a
glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.
The purpose is to present the bride as
a glorious church. This is just another
way of saying what was stated in
[l Corinthians 11:2, namely, that the
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intent of the sanctification process is to \ y ) ever be with the Lord. **Wherefore
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glorified church are as follows:

1. The church will have no spot,
meaning there will be no outward
defilement.

2. There will be no wrinkle, meaning
there will be no evidence of age.

3. The church will be holy, meaning
she will eventually reach full sancti-
fication.

4. There will be no blemish, mean-
ing there will be no inward defile-
ment.

The church will be declared glorified
at the judgment seat of the Messiah. At
that time, the wood, hay, and stubble of
each believer will be burned, while the
gold, silver, and precious stones will be
purified by the fire of that judgment.
More will be said about this event in
the discussion of the next step in the
wedding system.

The final verse to consider in the
context of the preparation of the bride of
Messiah is Ephesians 5:29: for no man
ever hated his own flesh; but nourishes
and cherishes it, even as Messiah also
the church. Paul revealed the way that
the church is being made glorious: She
is being nourished, built up, and given
strength. Furthermore, the church is
being cherished, meaning that she is
receiving care with warmth and tender-
ness.

Two thousand years have passed
since God the Father paid the bride
price. The period of betrothal or prepa-
ration will end with the next step in the
Jewish wedding system: the fetching of
the bride.

THE FETCHING OF THE BRIDE
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The third step in the Jewish wedding
system was known as the fetching of
the bride. This event occurred a year or
more after the marriage had been
arranged and the bride price had been
paid. It ended the period of preparation.
The bridegroom would go to the home
of his soon-to-be wife in order to pick
her up and bring her to his own home. It
was the father of the groom who deter-
mined the timing of the fetching of the
bride. Prior to the groom’s leaving, he
had to already have a place prepared
for her as their abode.

The application of this step to the
bride of the Messiah will be accom-
plished by the rapture of the church. The
main Scripture for the rapture is | Thes-
salonians 4:13-18:

3But we would not have you igno-
rant, brethren, concerning them that fall
asleep; that ye sorrow not, even as the
rest, who have no hope. “For if we
believe that Yeshua died and rose
again, even so them also that are fallen
asleep in Yeshua will God bring with
him. For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we that are alive,
that are left unto the coming of the Lord,
shall in no wise precede them that are
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven, with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead
in Messiah shall rise first; *'then we that
are alive, that are left, shall together
with them be caught up in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we

of the rapture. In verses 13-15, Paul
answered a question that was raised in
Thessalonica: Do believers who have
died miss out on the benefits of the
rapture? Apparently, while Paul had
been with the Thessalonians, he had
taught some truths concerning the
rapture as it related to the living but not
to the dead. But now, some believers
had passed away, and those they left
behind were distressed by not knowing
what the future had in store for them.
So, Paul comforted the bereaved family
members with the truth that dead
believers will not miss out on the bene-
fits of the rapture; in fact, they will
receive them first.

Then in verses 16-17, Paul spelled
out the chronological sequence of the
rapture in seven stages to show why
this is true (vv. 16-17). First, the Messi-
ah will come out of the heaven of heav-
ens and descend into the atmospheric
heavens. In doing so, He will enter into
the realm of the home of His bride.

Second, the Lord's descent will
happen with a shout. The Greek word
used is that of a command of a military
leader who comes out of his tent and
issues an order. One day, the Chief
Commander will come out of His heav-
enly tent and give the order for the
resurrection and the translation to
occur.

Third, the Lord’s descent will also
happen with the voice of the archangel.
Angels are often used to put God’s plan
into motion. Michael the archangel will
be used in the case of the rapture. The
content of what the voice says is not
stated. But if known military procedure
can be applied to this situation, then
this is simply a repetition of the original
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order. The sub-commander repeats the
order (the “shout”) of the chief
commander. Yeshua will give the
command for the course of the rapture
to begin, and it is Michael’s task to set it
into motion, so he will repeat the
command.

Fourth, the Lord’s descent will also
happen with the trump of God. The
sound of the trumpet was used as a
summons either to battle or to worship.
With  Michael's repetition of the
command, the trumpet will sound and
thereby trigger the rapture itself. Thus,
this trumpet will serve as a summons for
the plan to go into motion.

Fifth, the dead in Messiah shall rise
first. This is the resurrection, and it is
why dead believers will not miss out on
the benefits of the rapture. To the
contrary, they will begin to enjoy the
benefits of the rapture first. The expres-
sion “in Messiah” limits the resurrection
at the time of the rapture to those who
were baptized by the Holy Spirit into the
body, which only began in Acts 2. Thus,
this resurrection of dead saints will be
limited to church saints only. The Old
Testament saints will be resurrected at a
later point in God’s prophetic program.

Sixth, then we that are alive, that are
left, shall together with them be caught
up in the clouds. The resurrection of the
dead church saints will be followed by
the translation of the living saints. Every
believer without exception will be
removed from the earth and will be
united with the Lord Yeshua in the heav-
ens. The living believers will be caught
up with the dead ones. The expression
“to be caught up” is the source of the
term “rapture.” The Greek word used in
| Thessalonians 4:17 is harpazo. When
the verse was translated into Latin, the
word rapio was used. The English word
“rapture” comes from this Latin source.

Seventh, the raptured saints will
meet the Lord in the air: so shall we ever
be with the Lord. Both the resurrected
dead believers and translated living
believers will meet the Messiah in the
air. Once they have been united with
Him in the air, they will permanently
remain with Him and return with Him
into heaven, as already promised in
John 14:1-3.

It is after the fetching of the bride into
heaven that the final point of cleansing
and sanctification will come. This final
point has already been mentioned. In
| Corinthians 3:10-15, Paul described
the judgment seat of the Messiah, when
the wood, hay, and stubble will be
burned away and the gold, silver, and
precious stones will be purified. Accord-
ing to | Corinthians 15:50-58, the church
will indeed be glorified because, at that
point, mortality will put on immortality
and corruption will put on incorruption.

THE CEREMORY

The fourth step of the Jewish wedding
system was the ceremony. It was
conducted in the home of the groom.
Only a few, usually the immediate family
and two witnesses, were invited to
come in and observe the wedding
ceremony.

The application of this fourth step to
the church as the bride of the Messiah is
that there will be a marriage ceremony
in heaven. The main Scripture that

describes this step is Revelation 19:6-8:

5And | heard as it were the voice of a
great multitude, and as the voice of

many waters, and as the voice of
mighty thunders, saying, Hallelujah: for
the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.
"Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad,
and let us give the glory unto him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
his wife has made herself ready. 8And it
was given unto her that she should
array herself in fine linen, bright and
pure: for the fine linen is the righteous
acts of the saints.

These verses make three main
points. First, the marriage of the Lamb
is come (v. 7). This describes the
marriage ceremony of the Lamb, which
will occur in heaven just before Yesh-
ua’s second coming. Second, the wife
has made herself ready. She is now
glorified. There is no spot, no wrinkle,
no blemish, nor any such thing on her
anymore. Third, she is arrayed in fine
linen, bright and pure. The fine linen is
interpreted as  representing the
righteous acts of the saints. This shows
that by this time, the sanctification
process is complete, the judgment seat
of Messiah is over, and the church is
indeed a pure virgin. Now, she is being
presented to the Messiah at the
wedding ceremony.
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 THE MARRIAGE FEAST
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The marriage feast is the fifth step in the
Jewish wedding system. Often, this
feast lasted for seven days. While only
a few people were invited to the
wedding ceremony, many more were
invited to celebrate the marriage of the
son.
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The application of this step to the
church as the bride of Messiah is that
the marriage feast will take place on
earth. In fact, it will initiate the Messianic
kingdom. Among the guests will be
three groups that will not have partici-
pated in the wedding ceremony but will
be invited to the marriage feast. The first
group will be composed of Old Testa-
ment saints who are resurrected after
the tribulation (Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:2). In
John 3:28-30, John the Baptist consid-
ered himself to be neither part of the
groom nor part of the bride but rather
part of a third category called the friend
of the bridegroom. The friends of the
bridegroom are the Old Testament
saints. The second group is the tribula-
tion saints who will be resurrected after
the second coming (Rev. 20:4-6). The
third group will be the regenerated
nation of Israel, meaning those Jews
who survive the tribulation and come to
faith in Messiah Yeshua. The invitation
to the wedding feast will be sent out just
before Messiah’s second coming (Rev.
6:9, 11-16).
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THE HOME OF THE BRIDE
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The sixth and final step of the Jewish
wedding system concerns the home of
the bride. Traditionally, the groom was
responsible for providing a suitable
home for the bride, and he got this
home ready during the preparation
stage.

The application of this step to the
church as the bride of Messiah is seen
in John 14:1-3, where Yeshua said that

He was going to heaven to prepare a
place for His bride. This place is known
as the New Jerusalem. All believers will
move into this home in the eternal order.
The main Scripture is Revelation
21:9-22:5, where John was able to see
the home of the bride. In verses 9-10, he
stated:

°And there came one of the seven
angels who had the seven bowls, who
were laden with the seven last plagues;
and he spoke with me, saying, Come
hither, | will show you the bride, the wife
of the Lamb. °And he carried me away
in the Spirit to a mountain great and
high, and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God,

According to verse 9, the bride is now
the wife of the Lamb because by this
time the wedding ceremony and the
wedding feast will have taken place, and
the Lamb and His bride will have been
married a thousand years. In verse 10,
John next saw the eternal home of the
bride, the New Jerusalem.
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As this discussion of the relationship
between the Jewish wedding system
and the church as the bride of Messiah
has shown, some things have already
been fulfilled; other things are in the
process of being fulfilled; and again
others will occur in the future. The
conclusion is that there is a great future
for those who have believed in the
Messiahship of Yeshua.
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The book of Ruth is a moving story of love, hope,
faithfulness, and genuine kindness in the midst of
continual tragedies. The verse-by-verse analysis of
this book may be found on Beth Ariel’'s website
(bethariel.ca) and also in Ariel's Bible commentary
on Judges and Ruth. The purpose of this article is to
point out several parallels between the book of Ruth
and God's redemptive plan through His Son.
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The story of Ruth is well known. A family
of four left their hometown of Bethlehem
for a foreign country because a famine
was sweeping across the land of Judah.
Once in Moab, the husband died,
leaving behind his wife Naomi and their
two sons, Mahlon and Kilion. As time
went on, the sons married Ruth and
Orpah, two women of the land. After a
while, another tragedy struck, and
Mahlon and Kilion died. Naomi and her
two daughters-in-law were now widows.
It was at this time that Naomi decided to
head back to Bethlehem. She discour-
aged her two daughters-in-law from
following her and begged them to return
to their families. They could remarry
since they were young women, and
being from a country that was often at
war with Israel, they would have a
difficult time adapting to life in Judah.
However, only Orpah left, while Ruth
refused to abandon Naomi, and it is
here that we begin to reach the heart of
this story. It is a tale of compassion and
faith as well as redemption.

The redemption is first seen in the
wedding bells that start ringing in Ruth
2:4. According to this verse, Boaz met
Ruth for the very first time. The reader
may recognize in him and in his words a
man of God, as Boaz mentioned the
LORD in his blessings over his workers.
His first words were, “May the LORD
(n1) be with you.” The mention of nin,
the LORD, is refreshing for the reader
who, so far, has primarily learned about
the harsh history of Naomi's family. At
this point, the reader is somehow
assured that this woman of faith and her
daughter-in-law are in good hands. The
rest of the story will confirm Boaz’s
blessings on them, for he will turn out to
be Ruth’s redeemer. In his protection
and concern for this woman, he typifies
the Messiah.

The great symbolism behind this love
story is enhanced when we recognize
that it coincides with the ripening and
first harvest of barley at the time of
Passover, the festival of redemption,
and ends with another harvest of barley
and of wheat (Ruth 2:22) at the time of
Shavuot. The Targum of Ruth places
the first harvest on the eve of Passover:
So Naomi returned, and Ruth the
Moabite, her daughter-in-law, with her,
who returned from the country of Moab.
They came to Bethlehem on the eve of
Passover (Targum of Ruth 1:22,
emphasis added). So, Boaz met Ruth
on Passover and married her on
Shavuot. This leads to the Jewish

tradition in which the whole book of
Ruth is read in the synagogue on
Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks.

The relation to Yeshua the Redeem-
er must not be missed. Passover
speaks of the redemption through the
Messiah who died for the sins of the
world, and Shavuot speaks of the birth
of the ecclesia, the bride of the Messi-
ah. This is where the story of Ruth leads
us. Ruth is a Gentile woman who came
to the commonwealth of Israel and
married her redeemer. In the same way,
all people from the nations may return
to their Creator through their Redeemer,
and by so doing they become the bride
of the Messiah. From Passover to
Shavuot, the story of Ruth begins with
tragedy, famine, and poverty but ends
with a wedding. The same is true for the
life of every believer. Without the Messi-
ah, there is no salvation. He is the only
way to God. Just as it was God who
orchestrated Ruth’s redemption story,
God is also the One who orchestrates
each person’s salvation story, for salva-
tion is wholly from Him.

Faith

Naomi and Ruth knew their God well,
and when the time was right, the Lord
responded to their faith in wonderful
ways and with great blessings. For
example, when Ruth went out to find
food, she happened to come to the part
of the field belonging to Boaz (Ruth
2:3). Of all the fields outside of Bethle-
hem, God directed her to the one that
belonged to the man who was going to
marry her and support her and Naomi.
The next verse begins with the words
“Now behold,” or as the Hebrew would
have it, “Would you believe that?” or
“Have you heard such a thing?” Now
behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem at
the very same time that Ruth was there
(Ruth 2:4). God prearranged their meet-

ing.
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Ruth Asks Boaz to Marry Her

What exactly Naomi was asking Ruth to
do in Ruth 3:1-5 is a matter of much
debate. However, judging from Ruth’s
explanation and Boaz's response later
on, this seems to have been part of a
custom at the time in which one would
ask a redeemer for marriage. In other
words, Ruth literally asked Boaz to
marry her. The basis of her request is
that Boaz was Ruth's goel, meaning
“redeemer.”

As soon as Boaz heard Ruth’'s
request of marriage, he responded in
great excitement—perhaps as if it were
a dream come true. From the beginning,
he had had an eye on Ruth, and now,
there she was in his room asking him to
wed her. What a treat!

In 3:10-11, he answered: Blessed
are you of the LORD, my daughter! For
you have shown more kindness at the
end than at the beginning, in that you
did not go after young men, whether
poor or rich. And now, my daughter, do
not fear. | will do for you all that you
request, for all the people of my town
know that you are a virtuous woman.
Boaz was so overwhelmed by Ruth’'s
proposal that he first blessed the Lord.
Then he spoke of this encounter as a
greater kindness than the previous one,
probably referring to the kindness, or
chesed, that Ruth had been showing
Naomi. Now she was showing a superi-
or kindness to Boaz. But how was it
superior? The answer is that Ruth did
not go after young men. Hence, age
must have had something to do with it
here. Perhaps Boaz was so much older
than Ruth that he did not even dare
hope to be able to marry her, and when
she appeared, he was completely
inundated with gratefulness and found

himself more fortunate than even
Naomi.

This is the story of a man in love. It
reminds one of the parable of the pearl,
in which Yeshua finds His bride and
says in Matthew 13:45-46: Again, rthe
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
seeking fine pearls, and upon finding
one pearl of great value, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it. The
pearl in this parable is the church, and
Yeshua the Redeemer finds and loves
this pearl. We find the same type of
excitement in the book of Ruth.

The Threshing Floor

Before marrying Ruth, Boaz had to
solve the problem of the closer relative
who had first choice in redeeming Ruth
(3:12), and the story of how he dealt
with it is covered in chapter 4. However,
this article is not about Ruth per se but
about the redemption of Messiah's
bride. Let me bring you back to Ruth
3:2, where Naomi said the following
about Boaz: In fact, he is winnowing
barley tonight at the threshing floor. One
has to ask why this information was
added to the story of Ruth.

The answer is that this information
indicates that the time had now
advanced to the end of the spring
harvest when the grain was threshed or
repeatedly beaten until the inner softer
part of the seed was separated from the
hard layer and also from the chaff
covering it. At the end of the day, when
the winds rose, the farm workers would
take the seed and throw it in the air so
that the wind would separate the
remaining chaff from the grain. What fell
back to the ground was the good seed.
This process of threshing and winnow-
ing, well known at the time, is the picture
that is used to show how Yeshua will

come and sort out His church: His
winnowing fan is in His hand, and He
will thoroughly clean out His threshing
floor, and gather the wheat into His
barn; but the chaff He will burn with
unguenchable fire (Lk. 4:17). When the
Lord comes, He will separate the good
seed from the chaff. But there is some-
thing else very powerful here: The
Temple was built on a threshing floor (Il
Sam. 24:18; | Chron. 21:15). Hence, the
place where man used to meet God
also used to be a place where the good
seed was separated from the chaff.

In the story of Ruth, the Moabite
woman met her redeemer on a thresh-
ing floor. In the same way, the church
meets her Redeemer on a threshing
floor as well. This is a powerful illustra-
tion of the life of the believer who is, in
many ways, on a threshing floor fighting
off the old life and trying to put away the
hard layer that needs to be broken up
and winnowed.

Getting Ready to Meet God

Another application that may be derived
from the book of Ruth is seen in
Naomi’s instructions before Ruth was to
meet Boaz. She said: Wash yourself
therefore, and anoint yourself and put
on your best clothes, and go down to
the threshing floor (Ruth 3:3). Ruth was
to do three things before meeting Boaz.
First, she was to bathe herself. The
Hebrew word for “wash” is used for all
kinds of physical washing and also for
the ritual cleansing of the priest. It is
also used for the notion of cleansing
from sin in Isaiah 1:16. Second, Ruth
was to anoint herself. This reminds us
of the believers’ responsibility to let the
Holy Spirit control and lead them. Third,
Ruth was to put on her best clothes.
This reminds us of the sanctification
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process that makes us ready to meet
our God.

In response to these instructions,
Ruth promised to obey: All that you say
to me | will do (Ruth 3:5). Like the wash-
ing, anointing, and putting on of one’s
best clothes, obedience is also required
before coming to the threshing floor
where the presence of God is.

The Two Barley Loaves
of Shavuot
In Israel, the spring harvest ends on
Shavuot. During this feast, two barley
loaves are offered in harvest thanksgiv-
ing. These two loaves of bread have
leaven, which is unusual since leaven is
banned from the divine presence.! So,
why are the sacrifices on this day any
different from all of the other sacrifices?
The body of the Messiah was born on
Pentecost, and the event represents a
new phase in the history of Israel. The
Gentiles have become fellow heirs,
fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of the promise in Yeshua
HaMashiach through the gospel (Eph.
3:6). The two leavened breads repre-
sent the Jews and Gentiles being one.
In the book of Ruth, a Jew (Boaz) and a
Gentile (Ruth) came together in
marriage on Shavuot and were both
blessed by God. From their union came
the Messiah. Hence, this union of a Jew
and a Gentile led to the birth of the
church because through Messiah’s
redemptive work, a new entity—the
body of the Messiah—was born.

The Wedding
There is one little disappointment in the
story of Ruth. Anyone who may have

hoped to be able to participate in the
wedding of Ruth and Boaz is left with a
short statement in Ruth 4:13. Why do
we not learn more? Why have we not
been invited to this wedding?

The answer may lie in the fact that
this story is not really about Boaz and
Ruth’'s wedding but about our own
wedding with our own Redeemer,
Yeshua the Messiah. We just have to
wait a little longer, and soon we will be

the bride. In Revelation 19:7-9, we read:

"Let us be glad and rejoice and give
Him glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready.” 8And to her it
was granted to be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and bright, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the
saints. °Then he said to me, “Write:
‘Blessed are those who are called
to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!™ And he said to me, “These
are the true sayings of God.”

1 See: Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus 23-27: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary (New Haven, London: Yale University Press, 2001).
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The book of Ruth is leading us to the
marriage of the Lamb to His bride,
detailed in these verses. Just like it is in
modern  weddings, the wedding
ceremony is described in two parts: the
marriage itself (v. 7) and the supper (v.
9). Even today, we first have the
religious ceremony and a few hours
later the big supper.

We can only imagine the joy and
even the food that will be served at the
marriage of the Lamb. | do not think we
have tasted anything yet. The Creator of
the universe has prepared for us a
menu surely as wonderful as His
creation itself. Just wait until we are
seated at this great table! This wedding
in heaven—our wedding—is in the
making at this very moment.

The Parts of a Biblical Wedding
When we speak of a biblical wedding,
there are several steps to consider.
First, there is the legal part of the
marriage. The marriage is ratified when
the parent of the groom pays a dowry to
assure the faithfulness of the groom and
secure the marriage. For our wedding,
God the Father sent His Son to die on
the cross to pay the dowry and assure
the bride of the marriage to the Lamb.
Just as God had all of Ruth’'s circum-
stances in His hands, He is currently
organizing this wedding in His sover-
eignty.

Second, after the bride price is paid,
a certain length of time is given to the
groom to go and prepare a place for his
bride. Before paying the bride price,
Yeshua promised His future bride in
John 14:2-3: In My Father’s house are
many mansions... | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where | am,
there you may be also.

Third, once the groom has prepared a
place for his bride, he comes and takes
the bride to their new home. In the book
of Ruth, this coincides with the time
when Boaz declared: Ruth the Moabi-
tess... | have acquired as my wife (Ruth
4:10). For believers, this will happen at
the rapture, which will fulfill the next
feast after Shavuot: the Feast of Trum-
pets.

Fourth, once the groom has brought
his bride home, he claims her at the
wedding ceremony. In the book of Ruth,
this stage was fulfilled in 4:13 when Ruth
was spoken of a second time as the wife
of Boaz: So Boaz took Ruth, and she
became his wife. For believers, this
stage will be fulfilled in Revelation 19.

A Most Intimate Relationship

The Spirit of God could have used other
words to describe the relationship that
the bride will have with the Lamb. He
could have used terms such as “union,”
“bond,” or just “relationship.” Yet, He
chose a term that defines the most
intimate of relationships that human
beings can have with one another and
spoke of a wedding and a marriage. This
is the relationship that we will enjoy with
the Son of God: one in which we will
share everything He has and in which
we will have a common purpose in life.
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